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ABSTRACT 


This investigation sought to determine and compare, by means of 
the questionnaire~survey method, the opinions of grade IX social studies 
teachers and junior high school principals in the Edmonton Public and 
Separate schools regarding the following basic questions: 

1. To what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate agree- 
ment or disagreement with the elimination of the grade IX social studies 
Departmental examination? Are there significant differences in their 
responses on the basis of their backgrounds? 

2. To what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate agree=- 
ment or disagreement with the stated advantages and disadvantages of the 
grade IX social studies Departmental examination? Are there significant 
differences in their responses on the basis of their backgrounds? 

3. To what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate favor 
for various methods of evaluation for determining the final marks of 
students in grade IX social studies? Are there significant differences 
in their responses on the basis of their backgrounds? 

One hundred and seventy-two questionnaires, of the 188 distributed, 
were completed and returned. The data obtained were treated statistically 
to determine if significant differences existed between cs the percent= 
ages of "agree" and "disagree" responses, and (2) the educators' responses 
(opinions) on the basis of their backgrounds, 

Some of the study's findings included the following: 

1. Over two-thirds ( a significant proportion) of the educators 
agreed that the grade IX social studies Departmental examination should 
be completely eliminated. 


2. Generally, a majority of the educators expressed opinions of 
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iv 
agreement with the stated disadvantages of the grade IX social studies 
Departmental examination and of disagreement with its stated advantages. 

3. The proportions of "agree" and "disagree" responses were found to 
differ significantly for twenty-three of twenty-eight items. The number 
of items for which significant differences of opinion were.found to exist 
varied noticeably on the basis of the analysis under each of the back- 
ground variables. On the basis of whether or not the teachers' classes 
wrote the June 1969 grade IX Departmental examinations, significant dif- 
ferences of opinion were found for eleven of the items. On the other 
hand, no significant differences of opinion were found on the basis of 
the teachers' sex, and number of years of teacher training. 

4. The methods of evaluation which were favored by the educators, in 
order of their decreasing preference, were (a) written term (year-long) 
examinations and quizzes, (b) written student assignments, (c) teacher 
observations of students in the classroom, (d) March Departmental exam= 
ination, (e) written final examination (other than Departmental), 

(f) oral student reporting, (g) formal oral examinations, and (h) other 
methods. 

On the basis of the findings it was concluded that (1) the new 
examinations policy of the Department of Education in Alberta met with 
the epproval of a majority of the junior high school educators in the 
City of Edmonton, and (2) the use of paper-and-pencil tests, which were 
considered as an important evaluative technique for teachers of grade IX 
social studies teachers, was not rejected. It was thus recommended that 
measures be taken to ensure that social studies teachers are qualified in 


the skill of test-making and test-grading. 
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CHAPTER I 
THE NATURE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROBLEM 
I. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 


This study arose out of recent changes in the Department of 
Education policy concerning the grade IX Departmental examinations in 
the Province of Alberta. For over thirty years, the Departmental exam- 
inations in grade IX have served as the principal means of evaluation of 
grade IX students.~ This policy was reaffirmed in 1959 when the Report 
of the Royal Commission on Education in Alberta recommended that "Depart- 
mental examinations continue in all schools in grade Ix,"* The Report 
also stated: 


There can be little doubt that for certain purposes examinations 
should be provincially uniform. Teachers and school administrators 
testify to the value of uniform grade IX examinations in measuring 
achievement and assessing the future education potential of the 
pupil and the nature of his program. In order to follow the levels 
of achievement and to offer leadership to local systems in guidance 
and program development, the Province requires a uniform measuring 
instrument. Grade IX examinations may serve this purpose. While 
the present system at this level has earned criticism, the dgsir- 
ability of continuing such examinations is widely supported. 


According to the new policy, however, beginning with the 1969-1970 


academic year these examinations will be administered in March, and their 


ane S. McArthur and S. Hunka, School Examination Practises and 
Standards in Alberta (University of Alberta: The Advisory Committee on 
Educational Research, 1960), p. 5. 


“Donald Cameron et al., Report of the Royal Commission on 
Education in Alberta (Edmonton: Queen's Printer, 1959); pees7. 
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primery purpose will be for guidance and research purposes! In the 
words of a Department of Education official, "The data from the tests 
will be given to the school authorities and using them or rejecting them 
is their decision." 

The Edmonton Public School Board, in November 1968,: went further 
when it requested of the Department of Education that one-third to one- 
half of the System's schools with grade IX students be exempted from 
writing the June 1969 Departmental aindiiteecar a This figure was later 
changed to permit 23 junior high schools, with a total grade IX student 
enrolment of over 3,300, or slightly more than 60 per cent of their total 
grade IX student population, to receive exemption from writing the June 
1969 Departmental pxaninotienens One school in the Edmonton Separate 
School System was also granted such exemption. In these schools, only 
the students who specifically requested to write these examinations were 
allowed to do so. All other students received their final evaluation 
from their respective schools alone. 

Each school which requested exemption did so on the condition 


that a majority of its staff approve of this peduedite Over one-half 





“Government of Alberta, Within Our Borders (Edmonton: Government 
of Alberta, February, 1969), p. 6. 


> News item in The Edmonton Journal, November 6, 1968. 
6 


News item in The Edmonton Journal, November 19, 1968. 


7Bdmonton Public School Board, "Junior High Schools Wishing to 
Opt out of Grade IX Departmental Examinations June, 1969" (Edmonton, 
1969). (Mimeographed. ) 


Sinterview with Mr. J. Finlay, Edmonton Public School Board, 
April 2h, 1969 . 
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of the teachers in the Edmonton Public School System taught in schools 
which applied for exemption. This suggested to the investigator the 
possibility of a change in the opinion of educators today as compared 

to educators of a decade earlier with regard to the Departmental exam- 
ination. The primary purpose of this study, therefore, was to determine 
whether or not the opinions of educators were still in accord with the 
claims of the 1959 Report of the Royal Commission on Education in 
Alberta. Could it still be said that "teachers and school administrators 


testify to the value of grade IX Departmental examinations . . ."? 
II. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 


The problem was to determine and compare, by means of the ques- 
tionnaire-survey method, the opinions of grade IX social studies teachers 
and junior high school principals in the Edmonton Public and Separate 
junior high schools with respect to the following basic questions: 

1. To what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate agree- 
ment or disagreement with the elimination of the grade IX social studies 
Departmental examination? Are there significant differences in their 
responses on the basis of their backgrounds? 

2. To what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate agree- 
ment or disagreement with the stated advantages and disadvantages of the 
grade IX social studies Departmental examination? Are there significant 
differences in their responses on the basis of their backgrounds? 

3. To what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate favor 
for various methods of evaluation for determining the final marks of 
students in grade IX social studies? Are there significant differences 


in their responses on the basis of their backgrounds? 


€ 
sfootloe at ddgued medeye Loorse otfdud nodnombe sit ni ertedosed ere to 
eit toteyitesvat end of bstesague efdT .nmoldqmexs tot betiqgs rosetw 
betsqmos es ysbot etotsoubo to mokniqo sft nt egmaro 6 to ysi Ledtesog 
~maxe [stnems1eqed eft o¢ bisge1 Adiw isilise ebsoeb 8 to stotsoubs ot 


entmmeteb of eaw ,ototeieds ,ybuse efiy 10 seoqiug yrsming exT .aottent 
D; 


eit déiw bxooos ai [lite orsw etotseybs to enotnitqo ext don to tedéedw 


ak mottsouba no nokestimod LsyoH eit to droqeH C@eL ont to emtefo 
ato¢siteinimbs [oorfoe bas eiedossJ" tend bree ed [fitte St bivodD .edaed ZA 


$", ,seanottsnimexs [sdnomtisqed XI sbsatg to evisv edt o¢ yiitesd 
MEIGORT BHT TO THSMATATE TI 


~eeup eid to ensem yd .sisqmoo bas enimreteb od esw mefdoiq eT = _ 
erenoset esibuse Lstooe XI ebs1y to enotntqo edt .bortem yovise-srtennoky 
sjetscee bas okfdud sotnomb® sft nt elaqtonizq foorive igtd seine bas 
| tenoktesup otead gniwollot oft o¢ tosqest n¢iw eloodoe dgitd totaut 

-9e196 edsoibni erogsoubs eit To enoimigo sit ob dmedxs ¢anw oT it 
estbute [stooe XI — edt to nok dartmt ie edt diiw dnemsetgseld 10 Jnem 
risdd ni esonststiib dnssttingie etedd e1A Snotdenimaxe Isdnombusqed 
Tebauotsaosd afedt to etesd end go esanogest 

-se7gs edsotbni erodsoube edt to enokniqo ent ob tnedxe ail rT & 


sit to fig bas segainerbs betste ont dittw dnomesraseib 10 pon 


. we ra ra 7 Aa a 
nave? 7p idan ae be ae , a : 
7 t } N DRE Siro7BoubDSs sat * pr 
Se ae SS. ae Se Te, ees! , 
_ a 4 : 
7 - a e 7 
ae AA , a. ; _ 

to" fant? edt anintmreteh. 

: oe ©: > a Cae 4 f 

Ss 








III. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 


From 1937 to 1969 Departmental examinations served as the primary 
means of evaluating grade IX students in Alberta.’ Thus, the revision by 
the Department of Education of its examinations policy represents a 
turning point in the history of the Junior High School in Alberta. 

Authorities claim that the methods of evaluation have far-reaching 
implications for the educational Drograntta Phillips, for example, 
wrote that, "probably no other single phase of the teaching learning 
process is more important. The extent to which the teacher is successful 
in evaluation may determine success or failure in teaching Others 
have claimed that the type of evaluation of students employed by the 
schools tend to shape the curriculum; it more than likely controls the 
teacher's approach to education; it can shape the student's concept of 
what is important in the learning process and life; and it tends to be 
indicative of one's philosophy of educationar Indeed, as Baron and 
Bernard wrote, "Alterations of evaluation procedures involve the entire 
philosophy of the school and must therefore be a matter for serious 


study. Change should take place only as rapidly as those concerned are 





Acameron, op. cit., p. 52; “Official Bulletin. Grade IX Exami- 
nations," ATA News, 3, February, 1969. 
1 ant L. Dressel, "The Role of Evaluation in Teaching and 
Learning," Evaluation in Social Studies, Harry D. Berg, editor. 
(Washington: The National Council for the Social Studies, 1965), p.7. 


11. C. Phillips, Evaluation in Education (Columbus, Ohio: 
Charles E. Merrill Publishing Company, 1968), p.l. 


aan Van Vierssen-Trip and Gray Cavanagh, "Unexamined--Not Worth 
Living," OSSTF Bulletin, 48(March, 1968), 77-79. 
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convinced of its value." 
Few studies have been undertaken which attempted to determine the 
opinions of teachers and school principals with regard to the Depart- 
mental examinations and the methods of evaluation educators favor using. 
Yet it seems logical that their opinions should be considered before 
changes in examinations policy are made. Manning, for example, has 
observed that: 
Departments of Education . . . may invite criticism by making changes 
in which they do not carry their teachers with them, or by failing to 
make changes which the majority of well-informed teachers have come 
to favor. 
Boyle also recognized the importance of considering teacher opinions when 
dealing with examinations procedures: “Administrators . .. as well as 
persons engaged in the task of test construction, could profit by 


studying the opinions of fesenerss" 


IV. DELIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 


The questionnaire was sent. only to educators who were directly 
involved with grade IX social studies in the Edmonton Public and Separate 
School Systems in the 1968-1969 academic school year. The study was 


limited to grade IX social studies because of the writer's involvement 


a penis Baron and Harold Bernard, Evaluation Techniques for Class- 
room Teachers (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1958), be 239. 


dim G. Manning, Department of Education Examinations in the 
Schools of the Canadian Provinces (Saskatoon: University of Saskatchewan, 
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so saster Mary Boyle, "A Survey of the Opinions of Teachers, Pupils, 
and Parents Concerning Diocesan Examinations" (unpublished Ph.D. disser- 
tation, Fordham University, New York, 1966), p. 122. 
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6 
in social studies at this level. It was further limited to the City of 
Edmonton because of the unique circumstance whereby approximately one- 
half of the educators had their classes exempted from writing the June 
1969 Departmental examinations while the rest had classes which wrote 
the examinations. This situation provided an excellent opportunity to 
compare the opinions of the two groups of educators on this basis. 
Another important reason for limiting the study to the City of Edmonton 
was that of numbers. The distribution of the questionnaires to appro- 
priate educators throughout the entire province would have been much 
less manageable. 

The instrument was designed to measure the educators’ opinions 
only. 

To encourage the maximum degree of honesty of response the inves- 
tigator requested that the questionnaire be returned anonymously. Thus, 
determining the reliability of the instrument through the test-retest 
method was not practical. Use of the split-half method of determining 
reliability was not possible in this investigation since the instrument 
did not possess the quality of dnddimeneiena eeneeee There were, there= 
fore, no formal statistical tests of reliability on the instrument. 


However, the instrument was piloted and validated. 
V. DEFINITION OF TERMS 


The following terms require definition so that their interpre- 
tation may be consistent throughout the study: 
1. Background variables. This term refers to the variables, as found 


Lovnfras ppl 29-30. 
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in Part A of the questionnaire, dealing with the backgrounds of the 
educators. Specifically, these variables included information with 
respect to the following: position (teacher or principal), sex, number 

of years of teacher training, whether or not their classes wrote the 

June 1969 grade IX Departmental examinations, number of years of teaching 
experience, number of years of teaching experience in grade IX social 
studies, aon of junior high classes in school, and employing school 
board. 

2. Teachers. This term refers to teachers of grade 1X social 
studies for the Edmonton Public and Separate School Systems. Coordi- 
nators who besides teaching grade IX social studies for the Edmonton 
Public School System had the added responsibility of coordinating the 
junior high school social studies program in a number of schools, were 
considered as teachers. For the analyses of the data under the second 
to eighth variables, the principal-teachers, as defined below, were also 
considered as teachers. 

3. Principals. This term refers to the administrators charged with 
administering the entire junior high school program of a school. For 
the analysis of the data under the first variable, the principal-teachers, 
as defined below, were also considered as principals. 

4. Principal-teachers. This term refers to the principals of the 
Edmonton Separate School System who also served as their schools' grade 
IX social studies teachers. 

5, Educators. This term refers, collectively, to the teachers and 
principals, as each is defined above, of the Edmonton Public and Separate 


School Systems. 
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6. Examinations. The terms examinations and tests were considered 
to be synonymous for purposes of this investigation. Both terms refer 
to the instruments used in making "an appraisal of ability, achievement, 
or present status in any pespeetae! 
7. External examinations. This term refers to those "examinations 
set and marked by some body outside the school which the pupil attends 
usually to determine whether he has attained prescribed scanbkraswee= 
8. Departmental examinations. This term refers to the final exam- 
inations, set and marked by the Alberta Department of Education, and 
administered to grade IX students in the Province. 
9. Attitude, Opinion, and Reaction. These three terms were inter- 
preted as they are used in the following paragraph: 
How an individual feels, or what he believes is his attitude. 
But it is difficult, if not impossible, to describe and measure 
attitude. The researcher must depend upon what the individual says 
as to his beliefs and feelings. This is the area of opinion. 
Through the use of questions, or by getting an individual's 
expressed reaction to statements, a sample of his opinion is 
obtained. From this statement of opinion maybe inferred or esti- 
mated his attitude--what he really believes. 


Operationally, in this study, the responses on the questionnaire were 


considered as opinions. 
VI. ORGANIZATION OF THE REPORT OF THE STUDY 


Thus far Chapter I has introduced and stated the problem, 


a Garter V. Good (editor), Dictionary of Education (second 
edition; New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1959), p. 210. 


18 cameron, ODas CLbspe Die OLN 


19 John W. Best, Research in Education (Englewood-Cliffs, N.d.: 
Prentice-Hall Inc., 1959), pp. 156-157. 


8 
bexebianos erew edeed bris enoitspimaxe eames onl .etiotsan tment Ps 
wetet eiried AJod .notsugttesvat efit To eseoqtmq to? evomyaomye od oF 
.dmemevetnos .ydtiids to [satsiqds ns" gntdem of bees etnomuttent add of 
‘in Jooqaer vie nt eudade trenenq FO 
anotjenimsxs" seodt of eroter mad etdl .endtvenimexs tenis .T” 
ebnotis Liquq sit doidw foordse orld abiedyo ybod emoe yd bsarem bas tee 


Sin abrsbnste bedtroee1q benistés ead eff xeritonw enimisteb o¢ ¥lfewels 





-mexs [entt edt ot exstot mret eidT .enoidenimexs Leinemirsgsd .8 
bns ,motdsouba to tnemirsqol ‘sdrediA end yd boxtem bas 38a ,enotsant 
,sontvord edt mt edaebuge XI sbeig o¢ bevedetmimbs 

~iednt stew anrrod sold seedT .poijosel bus .motnigd 2busEFSA 4h 
:dqstysisq aniwolfot sdé ni beey ors yedd es bede1g 

-sbutidts eid ei esvetied ed tadw xc ,elest Isubivibat as wor 

sivasom bas editoeeh of ,eldtesogmt Jon Ti .divoktitb at Jt dud 

eyse Leubtvthmt edt dsiw noqu basqeb deum tedorseeet sil .ebudtiis 

-Mofnigo to seis sdt ef eidT .egntiest bas atetisd efd oF es 


e'isubivibat ns antdte, yd 10 ,enottesup to seu ord dgcoT 


ef moimiqo ein to slqmse 5 ,etdnemedsde ot sortoss1 eines 
-ftze 10 bevisinai edpysm noiniqo to dnemedste eidd mort .bomks 7 
eoveitsd yiiset sd tanw--sbudidts ain bedam 


etew stisnnoiseeup sd ao esenoqest odd .xbude etdd at Vilanotsersqd 
aie ; aoe 

-enoiniqo 25 betebtenco 

J L% Ae 


YQUTe HHT TO THOVEA SHY FO MVOITASIMADHO .IV te « 


wieidorq edt bedsde bus beoubordat esd T redqsnd 162 aun? 
14 7 » 








aN 








indicated the study's significance, purpose, and delimitations, and 
provided definitions of the key terms to be used. The remainder of the 
study is organized as follows: Chapter II reviews related research 
studies, and literature concerning evaluation in social studies, external 
examinations, the grade IX Departmental examination in Alberta, and 
methodological considerations. The procedure by which the study was 
conducted is presented in Chapter III. In Chapter IV the data obtained 
from the questionnaires are analyzed, and the findings reported. Chapter 
V summarizes the investigation's findings, draws conclusions, and makes 


recommendations for further research. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 


Literature relevant to this investigation is surveyed in this 
chapter in the following order: first, a review of related research 
studies; second, a review of the concept of evaluation in the social 
studies; third, a retiew of literature pertaining to external exami- 
nations in general, and to the grade IX Departmental examinations in 
Alberta, more specifically; and lastly, a review of literature related 


to methodological considerations. 
I. REVIEW OF RELATED RESEARCH STUDIES 


It was found that very few studies designed to determine the 
opinions of educators toward external examinations and toward desired 
methods of evaluation have been undertaken. This section of the chapter 
reviews a study conducted in the United States and two others completed 


in Edmonton, all of which relate to the present study. 


The Boyle Study 


Boyle, in 1966, conducted research "to determine by means of the 
questionnaire-survey method, the opinions of teachers, pupils, and 
parents regarding diocesan examinations in selected parochial scnceloe. 


Copies of the questionnaire were distributed to sixth-grade teachers of 


T Sister Mary Boyle, "A Survey of the Opinions of Teachers, Pupils, 
and Parents Concerning Diocesan Examinations" (unpublished Ph. D. disser- 
tation, Fordham University, New York, 1966), p. 100. 
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iia, 
a selected religious community in 149 Catholic elementary schools in 14 
dioceses of 7 states along the Atlantic coast. They sought the following 
data from the teachers: (a) their professional and experiential back- 
ground, (b) the degree to which they believed diocesan examinations 
measured the outcomes of Catholic elementary education and met the 
criteria for good tests, (c) the advantages and disadvantages of dio- 
cesan examinations, and (d) the type of questions preferred for diocesan 
examinations. 

Boyle used the chi-square technique, assuming the significance 
level of .05, "to test the relationship between the variables, profes- 
sional and experiential backgrounds of the teachers, and their opinions 
as to what degree diocesan examinations measured the outcomes of Catholic 
elementary education and criteria for good pases 

Some of the findings and conclusions by Boyle which are relevant 
to this investigation follow: 

1. The majority of teachers were satisfied that their diocesan exam- 
inations measured the major outcomes of Catholic elementary education. 

2. There was no significant relationship between the teachers’ 
professional training and their opinions regarding the measurement of 
outcomes in the diocesan tests. This finding prompted Boyle to conclude: 
"Tt was evident that the years of experience and/or the in-service 
courses of the non-degreed teachers enabled them to make the same value 
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judgements as the degreed teachers." 
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3. The teachers! number of years of experience had a significant 
relationship to the opinions they stated concerning the measurement of 
one outcome of Catholic elementary education, “love of Sea 

i. Because they (a) measured the major outcomes of Catholic elemen- — 
tary education satisfactorily, and (b) met the criteria for good testing, 
it was concluded that diocesan tests should continue to be administered. 

5. The most commonly cited advantages of diocesan examinations were 
that they (a) provided a check on the subject matter taught, and (b) 
indicated to the teacher how his classes compared with other classes in 
the diocese. The most frequently expressed disadvantage of these exam- 
inations was that they upset the better pupils. 

6. Teachers showed a preference for tests with a majority of objec- 
tive test items. It was concluded that ".. . teachers were aware of 
the subjectivity involved in rating essay-type questions." 


The Boyle study helped the investigator in developing some items 


of the questionnaire used in the study. 


The Edmonton Studies 

In 1966, the Edmonton Regional Social Studies Council established 
two committees to investigate testing practices in social studies at the 
junior and senior high school levels. Both committees employed the 
questionnaire method to determine the opinions of principals, teachers, 
and coordinators or department heads of social studies. The reports 
which the committees released in early 1968, concentrating on testing 


purposes and procedures, both dealt with the broad area of evaluation. 
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The Junior High School Study. The Report of the Junior High 
School Committee on Testing, made on the basis of 136 returned ques- 
tionnaires, included the following relevant findings and recommendations: 
1. The teachers indicated that "The primary purpose of testing is 
to provide feed-back on progress being made in the course and thus a 


mark for the siidente 


2. Tests and examinations formed the exclusive basis for report 
card marks for students. The number of tests used for each report card 
varied from one tomore thaneleven. ",.. 6% of the teachers polled used 
only one test in arriving at marks for each report card during the year, 
while the final report card mark was determined by one test in 13% of 
the cases."" 

3. Fifty-three per cent of the respondents favored continuation of 
the grade IX Departmental examination in social studies, while 42 per 
cent opposed them and the others indicated indifference. 

4k. It was recommended that social studies teachers set down objec- 
tives which were achievable and measurable. 


5. The Committee recommended that "the grade IX departmental {exam- 


, ; P rea 8 
ination in social studies} be eliminated." 


The Senior High School Study. The Report of the Senior High 
School Committee on Testing included the following conclusions and recom- 


mendations which relate to the purpose of this study: 


Sramortvel Regional Social Studies Council, "Testing Social Studies 
in the Junior High School" (Edmonton, 1968), p. 3 (Mimeographed. ) 
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1. A very inconsistent approach toward evaluation appeared to exist. 
The Committee concluded that: 

. . . there is an absence of any clear cut or generally acceptable 

arrangement of social studies goals. If instruction in the social 

studies is to work towards the realization of worthwhile goals, the 

teacher must be made aware of these goals, understand them and 

prepare to work towards their attainment. 9 

2. In spite of the stated objectives of the senior high school 
social studies, a large percentage of teachers and department heads 
apparently did not consider attitude development and improvement when 
arriving at a student's mark. "This would suggest that many teachers 
consider this aspect of the social studies impossible or unrealistic to 

Ae 

measure. 


3. The study revealed a marked lack of training of educators in 


evaluation, in spite of its recognized significance. 
II. EVALUATION IN SOCIAL STUDIES 


"Evaluation in social studies," Dunfee has stated, "must concern 
itself with knowledge, understandings, attitudes, behaviors, and fees 
Probably not many social studies teachers would argue with such a state- 


ment. Yet it appears that for many, paper-and-pencil tests form the sole 


means of evaluation. Indeed, until very recently, examination results 


7Bdmonton Regional Social Studies Council, "Testing Social Studies 
in the Senior High School" (Edmonton, 1968), p. 26 (Mimeographed. ) 


10st bids 


at axine Dunfee, "Evaluating Understandings, Attitudes, Skills, 
and Behaviors in Elementary School Social Studies," Evaluation in Social 
Studies, Harry D. Berg, editor. Thirty-Fifth Yearbook of the National 
Council for the Social Studies (Washington: National Council for the 
Social Studies, 1965), p. 163. 
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served as "the sole criterion for determining the academic disposition" 


reall Pradetix-sbudentetinonlbereacee 


To be effective, the evaluation procedures employed must be in 
harmony with the educational objectives and with the learning experiences 
provided to attain these aims. In view of the fact that many of the 
objectives of social studies include more than the acquisition of know- 
ledge, it is safe to conclude that the means of evaluation must include 
more than written examinations. Mayhew refers to this lack of con- 
gruence between educational objectives and the procedures of evaluation 
when he wrote: 

It is paradoxical that formal education postulates as its most 
important outcomes such things as attitudes, values, feelings, 
appreciations and opinions. Yet when it appraises the outcomes, it 
typically seeks evidence of knowledge, the power to manipulate, the 


ability to, hink critically and the techniques of analysis and 
synthesis. 


Evaluation, then, as an Ontario social studies educator, Mr. Archie 


Carnahan, has pointed outy 


: . is much broader than testing. It must encompass every objec- 
tive valued by the school. It includes much that depends on personal 
sensitivity and intuition, not merely of the testing and marking 
system. 


The concept of evaluation, in terms of its present comprehensive 


enor ficial Bulletin. Grade IX Examinations," ATA News, 3, 
February, 1969. 


a orewie B. Mayhew, "Measurement of Non-Cognitive Objectives in the 
Social Studies," Evaluation in Social Studies, Harry D. Berg, editor. 
Thirty-Fifth Yearbook of the National Council for the Social Studies 
(Washington: National Council for the Social Studies, 1965), p. 115 


Tag, Van Vierssen-Trip and Gray Cavanagh, "Unexamined--Not Worth 
Living," OSSTF Bulletin, 3:29-30, January, 1969. 
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meaning, has a relatively short history. The term came into widespread 
use in the late-third and fourth decades of this century. Schwartz 
indicated that World War II created "the conditions from which has 
evolved the evaluation Sana ee The necessity of gauging the capa- 
bilities of inductees, and assigning them to work in areas where they 
would be most productive, required new methods of evaluation. Like- 
wise, evaluation in the schools became more concerned with a more 
comprehensive range of objectives rather than subject-matter achievement 
only. To do this effectively, a wider variety of techniques of appraisal 
were required. 

Wrightstone summarized the differences between the contemporary 

and former means of appraising students in the following words: 

Modern evaluation differs from older forms of appraisal in 
several ways. First, it attempts to measure a comprehensive range 
of objectives of the modern school curriculum rather than subject- 
matter achievement only. Second, it uses a variety of techniques 
of appraisal, such as achievement, attitude, personality, and 
character tests. Included also are rating scales, questionnaires, 
judgment scales of products, interviews, controlled-observation 
techniques, sociometric techniques and anecdotal records. Third, 
modern evaluation includes integrating and interpreting these 
various indices ,of behavior into an inclusive portrait of an indi- 
vidual ee ° e 

It is probably agreed by most social studies teachers that some 


of their major problems in evaluation lie in the appraisal of the attain- 


ment of objectives other than the mere acquisition of knowledge. As 


1) alfred Schwartz and Stuart C. Tiedemen, Evaluating Student 


Progress in the Secondary School (New York: Longmans, Green and Co., 
1957 9 Pe 8. 


165, Wayne Wrightstone, Joseph Justman, and Irving Robbins, 
Evaluation in Modern Education (New York: American Book Company, 1956), 
Bens 
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Dunfee pointed out: 


If teachers believe there is more to social studies instruction than 
fact-gathering, it behooves them to seek out and to experiment with 
new techniques for measyring essential understandings, attitudes, 
skills, and behaviors. 


Ebel seems to have recognized the teachers' plight when he agreed 
that there was a definite "lack of good, ready-made instruments" for 
appraising attitudes, values, and feelings. He continued: 


What is even more discouraging is the lack of any [italics not in 
the original] promising techniques for the measurement of attitudes, 
values, and feelings. It is gradually becoming apparent that the 
difficulties of measuring these traits with paper-and-pencil tests 
are inherent in the nature of the traits, and in the limitations of 
formal, written tests. Techniques of testing which are generally 
effective in measuring knowledge and understanding may never even be 
passably effective in measuring an individual person's attitudes, 
values, and feelings simply because these are specific to situations 
which cannot realistically be reproduced by any test. 


The solution seems to be obvious: either develop techniques which 
can successfully evaluate in these areas, or forget about the difficult- 
to-evaluate objectives. Ebel's answer is that to some extent, "... 
teachers should abandon pursuit of goals in this area." He continued: 

Many widely approved goals with respect to attitudes, values and 
feelings are generally acceptable only when they are left undefined. 
What consensus could we get on defining the activities of a good 
citizen, or the nature of ideal spiritual values? People in 
different localities, and of different political, religious, o 9 


philosophical persuasions would define them quite differently. 


In spite of such suggestions, most of today's programs of study 


1Dunfee, Cin Ackeee A eeky gheisy, 
Lopobert I. Ebel, "The Problem of Evaluation in the Social 
Studies," Social Education, 24:6-10, January, 1960, p. 8. 
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in social studies require that teachers evaluate their pupils! attitudes, 
values, feelings, and behaviors. A description of suggested methods by 


which educators might accomplish this task follows. 


Basically, the many techniques available to the social studies 
teacher for evaluating his students can be divided into these three 
categories: (1) reste (2) Observations, and (3) Completed work of 
students. 

1. Tests. Undoubtedly, tests and/or examinations constitute the 
most widely employed evaluative technique for social studies teachers. 
Included in this method are many different forms of written and oral 
tests or examinations. All tests, regardless of whether they are objec- 
tive or subjective, formal or informal, year-end or year-long, teacher- 
made or external, are included. Such aids as questionnaires, inven- 
tories, and projective techniques also constitute a form of testing. 

2. Observations. Despite the subjectivity which is inherent in all 
evaluation of students by teacher observations, this method may possess 
desirable qualities. Ebel, for example, expressed the opinion that 
" . , . techniques for observing and recording typical behavior seem to 
offer more promise than any test-like instrument to probe a student's 
attitudes, values, and fasiineseta | Haas concurred with this opinion by 
stating that "Direct observation is the best means thus far to check 


Stoel op. cit., p. 9. 
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w 
personality behavior and adjustment to societys""> An important pre- 
caution, upon which hinges the success of this technique, was noted by 
Baron and Bernard. They comment that "Informal observations may prove 
to be a valuable supplement to the evaluation program--if the teacher 
can imagine himself in the role of a psychologist rather than that of a 
pol icemanen a 

3. Work completed by students. This technique, whereby the work 
completed by students is appraised by the teacher, is especially suitable 
in subjects as the social studies where individual student interests can 
be directed toward a variety of assignments. The results of these 


student efforts offer additional evidence which can be integrated into 


the final evaluation of the student. 
III. THE EXTERNAL EXAMINATION 


Examinations have served many different societies for thousands 
of years. The Chinese are reported to have "used examinations as early 


23 


as 225 B. C. to select civil servants." It is reasonably certain that 
some type of formalized testing has been used in schools since their 
inception. In spite of a rather long history, however, ".. . the 


birth of the modern testing movement . . . can be traced to the 





<1 eonard Haas, "Evaluation in the Social Studies," Social 
Education, 12:316, November, 1948. 


~~nenis Baron and Harold Bernard, Evaluation Techniques for Class- 
room Teachers (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, inc., 1958), B. 5257. 
23 


Schwartz and Tiedemen, op. cit., p. 6. 


er ; ; ; - 
erg danduogmi ch ““".ysotooe oF dmomdentbs bne wivaded ythLeneeteq > 





} 
yd beton eew ,eupindoes etd? to eesnose sit eoynin dotdw moqu motes : 
every yam enoidsvisedo {smotal" ¢sdd inommoo yedT -brsmted bas aod 7 
verosed oft ti--mstgo1q notteulave eit o¢ tnemelqque eldayisy & od az : ‘ 

a ¢ 7 


a to tet ned¢ teddst err 8 to efor sit at ‘teemtd snigemt mao 
aaa -nameot Log 
{ i ae & 
Arow ert ydersiw .supindoet ekdT .adnebute ys betetgmos tow 
Users 


eldative yilstoedes ef ,1efoset edt yd beetiatqqs ed sinebute yd bedelqmos 
hed a F6 


mao etesiesni inebute Laubivibnt eredw eetbuda fetooe edd as stoetdse at 
seed to edivest edt .etnemmpises to ydeitev 8 biswod bedoetib od 


Ee 


o¢nt bedetsetni ed nso doidw ‘sonsbive tanoisibbs reTio edrolio eee 


5 ; 


-tnebude edt to moitautsve L[aent? edt 


i~ 0 4 
MOITAMUIMANS JAVASTAS SHY .IIT a2 


qo.—P 
ebusevondd 10t-esitetoos dnstaltib ynsm bovise eved anotsantmaxl 
+7 


yitse 28 enottenimexs beau"! svsd o¢ betyoge: s1s seenidd saT .etaey to 


tsdd aistiss yidsnoeset ef JI Si ednepaee fivio tosiee od .D .f@ MSS es 


et 
tiei¢ sonte efooroe ni beau need esd gnitest bestiammrot lo sqyd ems af 
ms@esé 


sat..." ,u9vewod ,.yrodeid gnol terigs1 5 to stiqe al .nokéqeont 
‘ A 


eit of beosit sd nso . . . dremevom gaivest aisbom edd to dditd 
a's 7 





20 
beginning of the twentieth century" with the work of such men as Galton, 
Wundt and Binet a 

More recently, increasing attention has been focused on the possible 
over-use of examinations in evaluating student progress. In particular, 
the use of external examinations has been questioned. 

The arguments for and against the use of external examinations 
to appraise student achievement are well represented in educational 
literature. Some of the most frequently cited advantages of external 
examinations are the following: 

1. External examinations ". . . provide for both pupils and teachers 
a strong form of extrinsic motivation for better achievement of the type 
measured by written examinations. "> 

2. External examinations ".. . tend to establish relatively 
uniform standards of achievement which are widely recognized and generally 
andebatobdk tee This uniformity of standards enables the pupil to get an 
indication of his normative attainment. 

3. External examinations can provide a powerful means of control 
over the curriculum by some central body which has the ability to 
emphasize certain parts of the curriculum.<! 


4. External examinations provide busy and often inexperienced 


teachers with satisfactory measuring devices which test more than merely 


eh pid. 


Donald Cameron et al., Report of the Royal Commission on 
Education in Alberta (Edmonton: Queen's Printer, 1959), p. 65. 
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5, External examinations can keep pupils working at studies which 


29 


are uninteresting or "distasteful" to them. 
6. External examinations provide an important "disciplinary 


function," encouraging steadiness of work over a more lengthy period of 


30 


time. Or, as Lister phrased the point, "There is, for the normal boy 


and girl, an element of discipline in an external examination, which is 


healthy. w+ 


7, External examinations encourage students "to get their knowledge 


into reproducible and readable form and to set their thoughts on paper 


with clarity."* 


8. External examinations provide a useful means of self-evaluation 


33 


for the teacher. 
9. External examinations are a source of valuable data to be used to 
provide better guidance for individual een 


On the other hand, it has been claimed that external examinations 


te H. Garstin, "Are External Examinations on the Way Out?" 


Monday Morning, 1:30, June-July, 1967. 


2 in, G. Manning, Department of Education Examinations in the 
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Schools of the Canadian Provinces (Saskatoon: University of Saskatchewan, 


1954), p. 219. 
30 


Garstanst Locs. scits 


Poo Lister, "The Effects of External Examinations on the School," 
External Examinations in Secondary Schools, G.B. Jeffery, editor. 
(London: George G. Harrap and Co. Ltd., 1958), p. 105. 
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Garstin, loc. cit. Manning, op, cit,. p. 221. 


Cameron, loc. cit. 
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have many disadvantages. Some of the most commonly cited are the 
following: 

1. External examinations can be the cause of a restricted or 
narrowed curriculum if teachers "look upon the examination syllabus as 
the teaching evil souaatee Only that which could be tested by paper-and- 
pencil examinations would therefore be taught, resulting in a depressed 
status for the "aesthetic and creative side of Acheeap eles 

2. External examinations tend to "exalt the written above the 
spoken," and emphasize memory and facts at the expense of understanding. 

3. External examinations can create an atmosphere preoccupied with 
examination success. The examination becomes, instead of a means, "the 
end fesere pe? 

4. The external examination deprives the teacher of professional 
Peesdomt 

5. The uniformity and rigidity imposed on subject matter and stan- 


dards as a result of external examinations goes counter to the 


"increasingly widespread concern for the progress of the individual 


355. Heaton, “External Examinations in the Secondary Modern 
School," External Examinations in Secondary Schools, G. B. Jeffery, 
editor. (London: George G. Harrap and Co. Ltd., 1958), p. 12. 


ao eeontisk Education Department, Secondary Education (Edinburgh: 


et al., Report of the Royal Commission on Education in Ontario (Toronto: 
King's Printer, 1950), p. 89. 


31 tpi. 
39G, B. Jeffery, "Secondary School Examinations and University 


Entrance," External Examinations in Secondary Schools, G. B. Jeffery, 
editor. (London: George G. Harrap and Co. Ltd., 1958), p. 12. 
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Soe tee 


6. External examinations encourage teachers to spoon-feed their 


PupiStre 


7. External examinations stimulate too much of a competitive 
spirita’’ 

8. External examinations are the cause of worry and strain, 
especially to the better mein! 

9. When external examinations are of the objective, machine-scored 
type, they "discourage innovation and originality in the development of 
new teaching Pechniquesamts 

10. The provision of good external examinations involves the expen- 


45 


diture of too much money. 


The Grade IX Departmental Examinations in Alberta 
In 1936-1937 the educational system in Alberta underwent its 


third change from the time the first school program was inaugurated in 


46 


1902. The inclusion of a grade IX Departmental examination, under the 


LO ral 


Garstin Loc. Cit. Ibias 


* “Manning, Op. Clu. P-. 220. 
*? Tid. ; Boyle, op. cit., p. 74. 


Sie Van Vierssen-Trip and Gray Cavanagh, "Objective-Answer 
Testing," Monday Morning, 3:30, January, 1969. 


4) Manning; Op?) cit VjepsP222, 
Monn. first change occurred in 1912 when the major innovation was 


the substitution of the term "grades" for "standards," and the second 
occurred in 1922 when an entirely new school program was introduced. 
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special charge of the High School Entrance Examination Board, was one of 
a number of sweeping changes introduced in the intermediate school (grades 
VII, VIII, and IX). In addition, a completely new program of studies 
was structured for these grades by the General Committee of the Programme 
of Studies for the Intermediate School. Developed specifically for 
students of ages eleven to seventeen years, the Intermediate School was 
intended as: 

. . . a preparatory school for pupils who will proceed to the high 

school; but at the same time it must serve as a 'finishing school' 

for pupils who, for one reason or another, are unable to advance 

beyond Grade IX. 

In the Department of Education Yearbook of 1937 the rationale 
behind the grade IX Departmental examination was described in these 
words: 

On the scale of school achievement there are twelve steps or 
degrees of advancement--the so-called grades from I to XIl. The 
scale has three divisional points: at the end of Grade III, Grade 
VI, and of Grade IX. These divisional points are also promotional 
points. Within a division there is no promotion from grade to 
grade; and the teacher is free to place the pupils where they can 
work to best advantage. Moreover, there are no formal examinationg, 
save in the case from the Intermediate School to the High School. 

The Departmental examination was primarily of the "new" or 
"objective" typees The results of the examination were statistically 


treated, "the marks being transmuted with a common median, and candidates 


were placed in Grade A, B, C,or D according to their degree of attain- 


4 Department of Education, Province of Alberta, Thirty-Second 
Annual Report (Edmonton: Government of Alberta, 1937) 5. pew l78 


AS ipid. 


4? Cameron, op. cit., p. 63, reports that by 1950 not over 40 per 
cent of the examination paper was to be machine-scored and by 1958 many 
of the tests contained "preponderantly objectively-scored items." 
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ment "°° With respect to the awarding of marks, the Cameron Commission 
Report related that: 

From 1936 to the present, the final mark awarded a candidate on 
an examination in any subject in any year has depended primarily 
upon how he fared against all other candidates writing that exam- 
ination... . In fact, the major assumption of the system is 
that the standards set by all the students in the province, writing 
any one examination are more uniform from one year to the next than 
are the standards maintained in the minds of a small and changing 
group of examiners. 
More specifically, the marks for students writing Departmental 
examinations since 1937 have been arrived at in the following manner: 
Each paper is first marked and given a raw score on the basis of the 
number of correct answers. This score is then converted to a scaled 
score. The student obtaining the highest raw score in the Province 
would be awarded a scaled score of one hundred. A scaled score of zero, 
or very near zero, would be awarded to the student making the lowest raw 
score in the Province. All other students' raw scores would then be 
transformed into scaled scores "by a process which has the general 
effect of spreading out their final marks between zero and one hindredan oc 
The result is the awarding of letter grades to all students who wrote 
each subject on the basis of the rank order of their scores, as follows: 
the top 10 per cent of the pupils are awarded an H; the next 25 per cent 
are awarded an A; the next 35 per cent a B; the next 20 per cent are 
given a C; and the bottom 10 per cent obtain a pb. 
According to the Department of Education Yearbooks for 1940, 1941, 


> Department of Education, op. cit., p. 28. 
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51 Tolanelszs 


Cameron, op. cit., p. 60. 
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and 1942, the Departmental examination was well-accepted by Alberta's 
teachers. These Yearbooks were able to report that: 

The Grade IX Examination procedure has now become well-estab- 

lished. Research and reports from teachers in general throughout 
the Province, pre evidence that candidates for this examination are 
well-graded. 

Therefore, with few exceptions,° the results of the grade IX 
Departmental examination served as the sole determinant of a student's 
final evaluation in Alberta from 1937 to 1969. This was true even though 
during this time, "principals were directed to submit to the Department 
confidential reports on the year's work of the students under their juris- 


56 


The principal's confidential marks were used in only special 
ot 


diction." 


and "borderline" cases. 


Present status of the grade IX Departmental examinations. 
Commencing with the 1969-1970 school year, grade IX Departmental "exam- 


jnation results are no longer to be used as the sole criterion for 


Be 


determining the academic disposition of the students. A publication 


> Department of Education, Province of Alberta, Thirty-Seventh 
Annual Report (Edmonton: Government of Alberta, 1940), p. 46. 


>? Between 1952 and 1965, inclusive, the final grades for the 
subjects of social studies and science were determined by assigning 50 
per cent of the weight to the student's Departmental examination results 
for these subjects, and the other 50 per cent to the confidential mark 
sent in to the Department by the school principal. This system was 
discontinued in 1966. 


a rere taent of Education, Province of Alberta, Thirty-Fifth _ 
Annual Report (Edmonton: Government of Alberta, 1936) pemoae 


> /Personal interviews with Miss Iriye and Mrs. N. Sereda of the 
Examinations Branch, Alberta Department of Education, May 6, 1969. 


>S8norficial Bulletin. Grade IX Examinations," ATA News, 3, 
February, 1969. 
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of the Alberta Government, Within Our Borders, explained the reasoning 
behind this decision in this way: 


The Examinations Branch, Division of Instruction, Alberta Depart- 
ment of Education, has decided that the existing system of exam- 
inations prepared by the department which determines whether a 
student should be promoted cannot be supported in view of present 
educational objectives. 


The Grade Nine examinations were originally devised as a means 
of screening unsuitable students out of high school, but today the 
objective is for all students to have 12 years of education, be it 
vocational or academic, so the screening is no longer viable. 


However, the examinations do have value in directing students 
in their education and the Grade Nine departmentals will now be 
aimed at this. The exams will be advanced from June to March so 
the results can be sent back to the schools in plenty of time for 
evaluation of a pupil's educational future. 

Whether the departmental examination is used to determine a 
pupil's promotion or failure will be up to each individual school 
board. As additional criteria, schools may now set their own 


internal examinations, or choose the, Leacher''s mark in deciding 
whether a student is to be promoted. 


IV. METHODOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS 


The Nature of Opinion and Attitude 
This investigation was conducted for the purpose of determining 
the opinions of educators with respect to the Departmental examination 
and other methods of evaluation in grade IX social studies. The term 
"opinion" rather than "attitude" was selected even though it is generally 
60 


acknowledged that differentiating between them "is no simple task." 


The investigator adopted, for purposes of this study, the differ- 


? Government of Alberta, Within Our Borders, p. 6, February, 1969. 


60 narles H. Backstrom and Gerald D. Hursh, Survey Research 
(Chicago: Northwestern University Press, 1963), p. 71. 
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28 
entiation as given by Best: 


How an individual feels, or what he believes, is his attitude. 
But it is difficult, if not impossible, to describe and measure 
attitude. The researcher must depend upon what the individual says 
as to his beliefs and feelings. This is the area of opinion. 
Through the use of questions, or by getting an individual's expressed 
reaction to statements, a sample of his opinion is obtained. From 
this statement of opinion may be inferred or estimated his attitude-- 
what he really believes. 


The process of inferring attitude from expressed opinion has many 
limitations. An individual may conceal his real attitude, and 
express socially desirable opinions. An individual may not really 
know how he feels about a certain issue. He may never have given 
the idea serious consideration. An individual may be unable to 
know his attitude about a situation in the abstract. 

Even though there is no sure method of describing and measuring 
attitude, the description and measurement of opinion, in many 
instances, may be slosely related to the real feeling or attitude 
of an individual. 

The terms "opinion" and "attitude" are often used synonymously. 

It is probable that some studies which purport to measure attitude should 
really be claiming to measure opinion. As Remmers expressed it, "In most 
measurement of attitude we are really measuring opinions. Opinions, 


therefore, are expressed Bree cudeaen on 


Questionnaire Construction 


Use of the mail questionnaire, in spite of its known limitations, 
is based on its obvious advantages over other methods of gathering data. 
First, it provides the researcher with a relatively efficient, and--most 


important--inexpensive means of obtaining factual information, or 





Ol sohn W. Best, Research in Education (Englewood-Cliffs, N. J.: 
Prentice-Hall Inc., 1959), Die 55. 


62). H. Remmers, Introduction to 0 inion and. Attitude Measure- 
ment (New York: Harper and Brother, 1954), p. 7. 
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29 
opinions and/or attitudes, from a selected sample of people. Second, 
the method is especially advantageous in situations where respondents 
may wish to reveal socially unacceptable views, in which case the 
investigator can request that the questionnaires be returned anonymously. 

One of the most frequently used techniques of constructing ques- 
tionnaires which gather opinions, or attitudes, is that developed by 


isbkeruee 7 


Briefly, the usual procedure by which such an instrument is 
made is as follows: The researcher must first compose a pool of items 
which is capable of testing opinion or attitude toward the object(s) in 
question. Usually, more than the required number of items is constructed, 
to allow for the later elimination of the poorer ones. Each item is 
assigned a possible of three ("agree," "uncertain," "disagree") or five 
("strongly agree," "agree," "uncertain," "disagree," "strongly disagree") 
responses. These responses can then be scored from one to three, or one 
to five, depending on the number of responses allowed. About half the 
statements are worded so that a "strongly agree" response indicates a 
favorable reaction to the issue in question, while the other half are so 
worded that a "strongly agree" response indicates an unfavorable reaction. 
The items are then tested on a pilot group, and the total score on each 
completed questionnaire can be added to find whether the respondent's 
opinion (or attitude) is positive or negative. When the total score is 
added in this manner, it is imperative that all items are "measuring the 
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same thing." This characteristic is referred to as the unidimension- 





G2 ish L. Edwards, Techniques of Attitude-Scale Construction 
(New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc. , 1957); : LAD 


Oh N. Oppenheim, Questionnaire Design and Attitude Measure- 
ment (New York: Basic Books, Inc., 1966), p. 133. 
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ality of the instrument. Before the final totals for each questionnaire 
are computed, the researcher will have to reverse some items, so that 
the higher or lower numbers are "all either indicative of the positive 
or negative ASO 
The selection of items for the final form of the questionnaire is 
then made. Oppenheim describes the reasoning behind this process, known 
as item analysis, in this way: 
Ideally, the item analysis should take place by correlating each 
jtem with some outside criterion of the attitude that it is supposed 
to measure and retaining only the items with the highest corre- 
lations. 

Since this is hardly possible in most cases, Oppenheim continues: 
. . .we must therefore say... that... the best available 
measure of the attitude concerned is the total item pool that we 
have so carefully constructed. By purifying this, the items will 
at least be consistent and homogeneous--they will all be measuring 
the same thing--and the scale may also be valid. 
. . . We simply work out correlation coefficients for each item 
with the total score and retain those with the highest correlations. 
This is known as the internal consistency method of item analysis, 
since no external criterion is available. 

The investigator must be prepared to make other important 
decisions with respect to his questionnaire. He must make certain, for 
instance, that the respondents, besides being given assurance that their 
responses will be regarded as confidential, also, if possible, be given 
a guarantee of anonymity. This is especially essential to obtaining 
sincere, Open responses. For this purpose, it has been recommended that 
" . . . where possible, therefore, respondents should not be asked for 
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their names or requested to sign their questionnaires... . 08 

One of the most serious limitations of the questionnaire survey 
is the possibility of a low rate of returns. Kerlinger, for example, 
states that ".. . returns of less than 40 or 50 per cent are common. 
Higher percentages are paren? Researchers planning to use this 
method of gathering data, must therefore be aware of, and prepare to 
overcome, this weakness. An investigation of the literature discovered 
some of the following suggestions for improving questionnaire returns. 

Probably one of the most important factors in determining the 
percentage of responses is the letter of transmittal which accompanies 
the questionnaire: |” It must briefly and clearly explain the problem, 
and convince the respondent that his valuable time would be well spent 
in answering the questionnaire. The investigator is advised to keep in 
mind that, ".. . by taking time and trouble to answer our questions 


far 


the respondent is doing us a favor." The investigator's promise to 
regard all data as confidential, if this is the case, should also appear 
here. Reference to a well-known organization, institution, or individual 
associated with the study should also be included in the letter, a 


possible, to aid in increasing the number of returns. 


Questionnaire appearance and format is another important consid- 
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lithing is preferable to mimeographing or dittoing. 
questionnaire should not be too Done? The literature further suggests 

that the method by which the respondent is to select his responses should 
be simple, and that "check marks are pest. Even the face value of the 
postage stamp affixed to the self-addressed return envelope is apparently 
a factor determining the rate of pe tuences 


How the above suggestions were utilized in the questionnaire is 


considered in Chapter III. 


7 Raward A. Taylor, “Improving Questionnaires," California Journal 
of Educational Research, 2:75, March, 95 Le 
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CHAPTER III 


PROCEDURE 


In this chapter, the data-gathering instrument is first discussed. 
Following this is a description of the procedures undertaken in collecting 
the data, and finally a description of the way in which the data were 


processed is presented. 
I. THE DATA-GATHERING INSTRUMENT 


Description of the Instrument 

In following the recommendations of the literature, a question- 
naire which was found in the pre-test to take approximately fifteen 
minutes for completion was developed.~ The instrument was reproduced on 
white paper with the multilith process. For all items--except four in 
Part A--responses were made by placing a check mark (™) in the approp- 
riate parentheses. 

The data-gathering instrument was made up of two parts, each of 


which was as follows: 


Part A. Part A of the questionnaire sought the following data 
regarding the educators' backgrounds: 
1. Position (teacher or principal ) 
Le | SOX 
3. Number of years of teacher training 


4. Whether or not their classes wrote the June 1969 grade IX 
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34, 
Departmental examinations 

5. Number of years of teaching experience 

6. Number of years of teaching experience in grade IX social studies 

7. Namber of junior high classes in school, and 

8, Employing school board 

These eight "background variables" served as the basis for the 
statistical analysis of the thirty-six items of Part B of the question- 
naire. Because of the relatively small number of respondents and the 
requirements of the statistical technique employed, it was necessary 
that each variable have only two subdivisions. In the questionnaire, 
items 1, 2, 4, and 8 had structured responses while items 3, 5, 6, and 
7 were left open-ended to permit flexibility in subdividing them after 
all the data were examined. An explanation of each of the variables, 
along with their subdivisions, is presented below. 

1. Position. The questionnaire allowed respondents to indicate 
their position as either a teacher, coordinator, or principal. For 
purposes of analysis, the ten coordinators--because of their small 
numbers--were included with the teachers. This first variable was 
included to determine whether the differing educational responsibilities 
of teachers and principals would result in differing opinions. 

2. Sex. The inclusion of this dichotomously subdivided variable 
was for the purpose of determining whether differences in opinion could 
be attributed to sex differences. 

3. Number of years of teacher training. The dichotomous subdivision 
of this variable was on the basis of 1 to 3 years (no degree), and 4 or 


more years (degree or post-degree) of training. Since Clarke related 
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35 
quality of teaching to years of teacher vreagineta and since this 
criterion also serves as a basis for the salary grids of both the 
Edmonton Public and Separate School Boards, it was felt that there 
might be a positive relationship between the teachers' years of training 
and their expressed opinions. 

Departmental examinations. Responses to this variable were categorized 
as either yes or no. One of the requisites for the granting of 
exemption to schools from the June Departmental examination was the 
approval by a majority of their staff. Therefore it was expected that 
these two groups of respondents might reveal some differences of opinion. 

5. Number of years of teaching experience. The breakdown of this 
variable was a dichotomous one, with the first group consisting of 
teachers with 1 to 5 years of teaching experience and the second group 
containing those with 6 or more years. It was felt that this classif- 
ication could result in differences of opinion since Clarke had indicated 
that years of teaching experience are related to quality of Peachingie 
and since this criterion also serves as a basis for the salary grids of 
both school boards involved. 

6. Number of years of teaching experience in grade IX social studies. 
On the basis of this variable, the data were subdivided into two groups. 


The first group consisted of teachers with 1 or 2 years of experience, 


esi C. T. Clarke, "The Effect of Class Size and Teacher Qualifi- 
cations on Achievement," Research Monograph #5 (Edmonton: ATA, Barnett 
House, April, 1963), p. 67. 
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while all teachers with 3 or more years of experience were included in 
the other group. This variable was included to determine whether the 
factor of teaching experience in grade IX social studies was related to 
Wad feraheck in opinion. 

7. Number of junior high classes in school. The first of the two 
subdivisions of this variable included teachers from schools with 1 to 
12 classes of junior high students, while the second group contained 
teachers from schools with 13 or more classes. The reason for the 
inclusion of this variable was to determine whether teachers! opinions 
differed on the basis of the size of school taught in. 

8. Employing-school board. Teachers sampled in this survey were 
employed by either the Edmonton Public or Separate School Board. This 
variable was included to determine whether the opinions of teachers 


differ on the basis of the school board which employs them. 


Part B. In constructing the items for Part B of the questionnaire, 
the investigator searched the literature to determine the advantages and 
disadvantages of external, or Departmental, examinations.and the methods 
it would be possible for grade IX social studies teachers to use in 
evaluating students of social studies. In addition, helpful suggestions 
were sought and received from professional social studies educators at 
the grade school and university level, educational psychologists, and 
graduate students--many of whom were social studies specialists who had 
also taught at the grade IX level. Also, some ideas were gained by 
studying the results of an investigation, conducted in an Edmonton junior 
high school, into parental opinion about Departmental examinations at the 


grade IX level. The information derived from these sources was 
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incorporated into the pool of items made for the instrument. 

Section I (Part B) was made up of twenty-eight opinion statements 
directed toward Departmental examinations, as applied specifically to 
the grade IX social studies in Alberta. 

The respondents were instructed to indicate the intensity of agree- 
ment or disagreement with each item by checking, in the parentheses 
provided, one of the following five choices of responses: "strongly 
agree," "agree,'t "uncertain," "disagree," or "strongly disagree." 

The five-response, Likert-type scale was chosen to allow the 
investigator an opportunity to infer favorable or unfavorable reactions, 
and at the same time to provide the respondents with some psychological 
freedom in responding to the item. 

Section II (Part B) was included to permit the respondents to 
indicate the methods of evaluation they favored--and to what extent they 
weighted these methods--for determining the students' final marks in 
grade IX social studies. Items 29-1 to 35-7 listed specific methods or 
techniques to which the respondents were asked to assign weights, and 
item 36-8 was open-ended, asking them to name, and assign weights to, 
any other methods of evaluation which they favored using. 

The respondents were instructed to indicate the extent to which 
they favored each method of evaluation by checking, in the parentheses 
provided, the percentage of the total mark which they favored assigning 
to each method. The choices were: "0%," "1 to 20%," "21 to 40%," "41 


to 60%," "61 to 80%," and "81 to 100%." 


Validation of the Instrument 


Oppenheim points out that "the problem of validity remains one of 
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the most difficult in social research and one to which an adequate 


4 


solution is not yet in sight." In this study, the content validity of 
the questionnaire was sought through the submission of the instrument to 
social studies teachers, graduate students, and a number of members of 
the Faculty of Education at the University of Alberta. Their critical 


comments and suggestions were incorporated in the pilot version of the 


questionnaire. 


Instrument Pre-Test 

The questionnaire was pre-tested by twenty-one educators consis- 
ting of present grade IX social studies teachers, former grade IX social 
studies teachers enrolled as graduate students at the University of 
Alberta, principals of junior high schools, and other graduate students 
and teachers. The pre-test respondents were supplied with a sheet of 
instructions, accompanying their questionnaires, which explained the 
purposes of the pre-test.? They were requested to pay particular 
attention to: (1) clarity of items, (2) completeness of the question- 
naire, (3) the best response pattern for Part B, Section II, of the 
questionnaire, and (4) any weakness or ambiguity in the instrument. 
Their suggestions were incorporated in the final version of the instru- 


ment. 


Aa N. Oppenheim, Questionnaire Design and Attitude-Scale 
Construction (New York: Basic Books Inc., 1966), p. 78. 


See Appendix D 
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II. COLLECTION OF DATA 


Population and Sample 


The educators participating in this study were all from the City 
of Edmonton. The nature of the questionnaire made it relevant to all 
grade IX social studies teachers and junior high school principals in the 
Province of Alberta. The study was limited to the City of Edmonton for 


the reasons previously eitedic 


Project Approval 


Approval for distribution of the questionnaire to all Edmonton 
Public and Separate Schools containing grade IX social studies classes 
was acquired from the Central Administrative Offices of both School 
Boards. | A project approval memo was distributed by the Central Offices 
of both School Boards to all participating agit It was clearly 
stipulated, in both cases, that participation in the investigation was 
on a strictly voluntary basis. That is, each educator could choose to 
cooperate or not, depending on his wishes. 

The names and addresses of all Edmonton junior high schools, with 
the names of their principals and grade IX social studies teachers were 


also supplied to the investigator by the School Board Offices. 


Distribution and Collection of Questionnaires 
The questionnaires were distributed by the investigator to all 


participating schools, and personally handed to the school principals. 





Os, ra, pp. 5-6. ‘See Appendix B 
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Delivery to the seventy schools was begun immediately following the 
Easter holiday break in May, 1969. It was hoped that the respondents 
would find this a relatively lax period. 

Each principal was presented with an envelope containing a 
covering letter’ addressed to him eogetidrwath one questionnaire for 
himself, and one for each member of his staff who taught grade IX social 
studies. The covering letter requested that principals complete and 
return their questionnaire, and distribute the other copies to the grade 
IX social studies teachers whose names appeared in the letter. It was 
hoped that the personal contact with the principals, making possible a 
brief discussion of the study, would help to increase the rate of returns. 

Each questionnaire, together with a letter of tranemittal,~° 
personally addressed to each respondent, and structured in accordance 
with the recommendations in the quiver ture eo was enclosed in a self- 
addressed and stamped envelope. Because of research findivese a 


ten-cent stamp was affixed, even though a five-cent stamp would have 


sufficed. 


The Follow-Up 
Because of the high percentage of questionnaire returns, a thank- 


you letter was substituted for the normal follow-up letters Since the 


7 See Appendix E 10se¢ Appendix E 
ae Ta, peaols teh ra, p. 32. 
i) 


See Appendix F 
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questionnaires were returned anonymously, the investigator mailed the 
letter to all the educators approximately two weeks after the question- 
naires were distributed. The primary purpose of the letter was to thank 
all the respondents for their cooperation; the secondary purpose was to 
remind those who had not completed and returned their questionnaires 


that it was not too late to do so. 
III. PROCESSING THE DATA 


Method of the Analysis 

While the questionnaire was constructed with the five-point 
response scale as used in the Likert précedurent it differed from the 
Likert technique in one important respect: the scores to each item of 
the questionnaire could not be added together to produce one total 
meaningful score since the instrument did not possess the characteristic 
of unidfmensi@nelaty. ae Therefore, it was necessary to analyze the 
responses to each item of the questionnaire on an individual basis. 

Item 1 of Part B, Section I of the questionnaire, was designed to 
seek the answers to the study's first basic questions: To what extent do 
the opinions of the educators indicate agreement or disagreement with 
the elimination of the grade IX social studies Departmental examination? 
Are there significant differences in their responses on the basis of 
their backgrounds? 

Items 2 to 28 of Part B, Section I of the questionnaire, were 


designed to seek the answers to the study's second basic questions: To 





1’Supra, p. 29. 1) Su ra, pp. 29-30. 
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what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate agreement or 
disagreement with the stated advantages and disadvantages of the grade 
IX social studies Departmental examination? Are there significant 
differences in their opinions on the basis of their backgrounds? 

Items 29-1 to 36-8 of Part B, Section II of the questionnaire, 
were designed to seek the answers to the study's third basic questions: 
To what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate favor for 
various methods of evaluation for determining the final marks of students 
in grade IX social studies? Are there significant differences in their 
responses on the basis of their backgrounds? 

Part A of the questionnaire provided the variables by which it 
was possible to study whether significant differences existed in the 
educators! responses, to each of the above questions, on the basis of 
their backgrounds. 

The data were analyzed eight times, once for each of the background 
variables. It should be noted that the principals who did not teach 
grade IX social studies were eliminated from the analyses for the second 
to the eighth variables. Their opinions were considered only in the 
analysis of the data for the first variable. In the subsequent analyses, 
the responses of only those educators who actually taught grade IX social 


studies were included. 


Statistical Technique 

Statistical procedures were employed to determine whether: (1) 
there was a significant difference between the percentages of "agree" 
and "disagree" responses in each of items 1 to 28 of Part B of the 


questionnaire, and (2) significant differences of opinion existed, in 
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each of items 1 to 36-8 of Part B of the questionnaire, on the basis of 
each of the educators! background variables. 

To determine whether the percentage of "agree" responses differed 
significantly from the percentage of "disagree" responses, the following 
technique was applied: the "uncertain" responses were eliminated, and 
only the "agree" and "disagree" responses were considered in testing 
whether distribution of responses differed significantly from a "50-50 
splitatt? 

Since the data obtained by the questionnaire were of a qualitative 
retires al they were analyzed using the chi-square (X*) test of indepen- 
dencent to determine whether significant differences of opinion existed 
on the basis of each of the background variables. Use of the chi-square 
test required that the expected frequencies in each cell should not be 
too small. With respect to this requirement it has been recommended : 

. . . that for x* tests with df larger than 1 (that is, when either 
k or r is larger than 2), fewer than 20 per cent of the cells should 
have an expected frequency of less they 5, and no cell should have 
an expected frequency of less than l. 

Using the data as it was originally obtained in the questionnaire 


would have resulted in too many violations of this requirement. There- 


fore, in order to decrease the number of cells it was necessary, in Part 





16ouinn McNemar, Psychological Statistics (New York: John Wiley 
and Sons, Inc., 1962), p. 48. 


17oppenheim, op. cit., p. 25k. 


1855 aney Siegel, Nonparametric Statistics for the Behavioral __ 
Sciences (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co. Inc., 1956), p. 175. 


19tpid., p. 178. 
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B, Section I, to combine the neenan eee in the adjacent outer cells. 
Thus, for purposes of analysis, there were three response categories: 
namely, "agree," "uncertain," and "disagree." This combination of 
responses did not result in the loss of any indispensable information 
since the investigator was primarily interested in obtaining an opinion 
of agreement or disagreement with the statements. The degree of agree- 
ment or disagreement was not essential, but the inclusion of both choices 
in the questionnaire enabled the respondent to reply to each item more 
specifically and acer we 

In Part B, Section II, it was also necessary to combine each of 
the neighboring pairs of responses. Therefore, for purposes of analysis, 
the new weights were: "O to 20%," "21 to 60%," and "61-100%." Here, as 
in Part B, Section I, it was felt that the combination of adjacent 
responses did not result in the loss of vitally important information. 

For purposes of this investigation, the .05 level of significance 
was selected. The exact associated probabilities of chi-square are 
reported in the tables for the benefit of the reader who wishes to make 
personal interpretations as to whether the differences of opinion were 


significant or not. 


Computer Programs 


A special program was written in APL to test the significance of 
porportions. 
To determine whether significant differences in opinion existed 


on the basis of each of the background variables, the data were analyzed-- 
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45 
in accordance with the chi-square test as described above--by computer, 
The specific computer program was titled Cross Classification with Sub- 
Division, and coded as NON P¢9 by the Division of Educational Research 
Services of the University of Alberta. Tables showing frequency distrib- 
utions, percentages, and the degrees of freedom, chi-square, and proba- 


bility values were included in the printed out-put. 
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CHAPTER IV 


THE FINDINGS 


The findings of this study are reported in three sections. First, 
the distribution of respondents, according to their background vari- 
ables is presented. Second, the findings from the statistical analysis 
of the responses to each item of the questionnaire are reported. Finally, 
a variable by variable account of items with significant differences of 


Opinion is given. 


I. DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS ACCORDING TO BACKGROUND VARIABLES 


The bases for the analysis of the educators' opinions were their 
background data variables as indicated by Part A of the questionnaire, 
The responses were analyzed in terms of each variable subdivided dichot- 
omously. Tables I to VIII show the distribution of the respondents in 
terms of each of the background variables. The data of the tables are 


discussed below. 


Variable 1: Position. Table I indicates that of the total of 172 
respondents, 105 were teachers and 67 were principals. The table also 
shows that questionnaires were distributed to a total of 188 educators, 
which means that 91.5 per cent of the questionnaires were completed and 
returned to the investigator. 

The total number of respondents for the remaining 7 background 
variables was 108. This number is accounted for in this way: since 


only those respondents who actually taught grade IX social studies 


were included, sixty-four principals were eliminated. The responses of 
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47 
3 principals who had also taught grade IX social studies in their schools 


were included, making the total of 108. 


TABLE I 


DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS WITH RESPECT TO BACKGROUND 
VARIABLE 1: POSITION 


RUE U UNE EE IEE NEIN ERNE ERER SIRE 


Posstion Total Total ; Not 
Respondents Possible Returned 
na Sh lt a i nD A 
Teachers 105 118 13 
Principals 67 70 3 
Paes seater tee ee 
Totals og py 188 16 


Variable 2: Sex. Table II shows that 65 teachers were male and 


43 were female. 


TABLE II 


DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS WITH RESPECT TO BACKGROUND 
VARIABLE 2: SEX 


ne 


Sex Number of 
Respondents 
ee ee 
Male 65 
Female 43 
DA a ks AA Die an ees Ce I Ao =k 
Total 108 


Variable 3: Number of years of teacher training. Table III shows 
that 22 or just over one-fifth of the teachers had less than 4 years of 


training. Eighty-six teachers had at least degree-level training. 
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48 
Variable 4: Whether or not the teachers' classes wrote the June | 
1969 grade IX Departmental examinations. The data of Table IV show that 
58 of the responding teachers had classes which wrote the June 1969 
Departmental examinations , while the classes of the other 50 teachers 


did not write. 


TABLE III 


DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS WITH RESPECT TO BACKGROUND 
VARIABLE 3: NUMBER OF YEARS OF TEACHER TRAINING 














Years of Training eee ts 
1-3 years 22 
Lemore years 86 
Total 108 








TABLE IV - 


DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS WITH RESPECT TO BACKGROUND 
VARIABLE 4: WHETHER OR NOT TEACHERS! CLASSES WROTE THE 
JUNE 1969 GRADE IX DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATIONS 





Classes Writing Respondents 
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49 
Variable 5: Number of years of teaching experience. Table V 
indicates that 56 teachers had 1 to 5 years of teaching experience, while 


52 teachers had 6 or more years. 


TABLE V 


DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS WITH RESPECT TO BACKGROUND 
VARIABLE 5: NUMBER OF YEARS OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE 














; j Number of 
Years of Teaching Experience Respondents 
1-5 years 56 
6-more years 32 
Total _ 208 





Variable 6: Number of years of teaching experience in grade IX | 


social studies, Table VI indicates that 45 teachers had 1 or 2 years of 
teaching experience in grade IX social studies while 63 teachers had 3 


or more years, 


TABLE VI 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS WITH RESPECT TO BACKGROUND 


VARIABLE 6: NUMBER OF YEARS OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE IN 
GRADE IX SOCIAL STUDIES 


san one eee 


Years of Teaching Experience . Number of 
in Grade IX Social Studies Respondents 
2 ———————————————————————————————— 
1-2 years 45 
3-more years 63 
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Variable 7: Number of junior high classes in school. The data of 
Table VII show that 53 teachers taught in schools with 1 to 12 junior 
high classes while the other 55 teachers taught in schools with 13 or 


more classes. 


TABLE VII 


DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS WITH RESPECT TO BACKGROUND 
VARIABLE 7: NUMBER OF JUNIOR HIGH CLASSES IN SCHOOL 





Number of Junior Number of 
High Classes Respondents 

1-12 classes 53 

13-more classes 55 
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Variable 8: Employing school board. Table VIII indicates that 
exactly two-thirds, or 72, of the teachers were employed by the Edmonton 
Public School Board and one-third, or 36 teachers taught for the Edmonton 


Separate School Board. 


TABLE VIII 


DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS WITH RESPECT TO BACKGROUND 
VARIABLE 8: EMPLOYING SCHOOL BOARD 








Number of 
School Board Respondents 
Public le 
Separate 36 





Total 108 
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II. THE FINDINGS FOR EACH ITEM 


The findings for each of the study's three basic questions are 
presented in this section. Tables IX to LXIV indicate the extent of the 
respondents! agreement or disagreement with each item of the questionnaire 
in terms of numbers and percentages. The symbol (*) denotes a signif- 
icant difference, at the .05 level, between the percentages of "agree" 
and "disagree" responses. The final column of each of these tables 
answers the last part of each of the three basic questions, dealing with 
significant differences of opinion. For each item, the aH) probability 
values (that differences are due to chance) on the basis of each of the 
variables, are given. The symbol (**) denotes a X* value significant at 


the .05 level. 


Basic Question 1 
To what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate agreement 
or disagreement with the elimination of the grade IX social studies 
Departmental examination? Are there significant differences in 
their responses on the basis of their backgrounds? 

Item 1. Table IX, which summarizes the responses to item 1 of 
the questionnaire, shows that 68.0 per cent of the total group of 
educators agreed, 18.6 per cent disagreed, and 13.4 per cent were 
uncertain as to whether "the grade IX social studies Departmental exam- 
ination should be completely eliminated." The corresponding figures for 
the teachers were 66.7 per cent agreeing, 18.5 per cent disagreeing, and 
14.8 per cent indicating uncertainty. A significant difference was 
found between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses. 


A significant difference of opinion was found to exist on the 


basis of background variable 4 (whether or not the teachers' classes 
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53 
wrote the June 1969 grade IX Departmental examinations). A greater 
percentage of the teachers whose classes were exempted from writing the 
June 1969 Departmental examinations, as compared to the teachers whose 
classes wrote the examination, agreed that the Departmental examination 


in grade IX should be completely eliminated. 


Basic Question 2 
To what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate agreement 
or disagreement with the stated advantages and disadvantages of the 
grade IX social studies Departmental examination? Are there 
significant differences in their responses on the basis of their 
backgrounds? 

Item 2. Table xt shows that 78.4 per cent of the total group of 
educators agreed, 16.4 per cent disagreed, and 5.3 per cent were uncertain 
as to whether "the Departmental examination determines what teachers 
teach." The corresponding figures for the teachers were 81.3 per cent 
agreeing, 14.0 per cent disagreeing, and 4.7 per cent indicating 
uncertainty. A significant difference was found between the percentages 
of "agree" and "disagree" responses in both instances. 


No significant differences of opinion were found for any of the 


background variables. 


Item 3. Table XI on page 55 indicates that 68.0 per cent of all 
the responding educators disagreed, 16.8 per cent agreed, and 18,5 per 
cent were uncertain as to whether “removal of the Departmental exam- 
ination will lower standards of student achievement." The corresponding 


ah should be noted that the total number of respondents for this 


item, and for some of the items following, is less than the maximum 
possible of 172 for variable 1, and 108 for variables 2 to 8. This is 
the result of ommission of responses to some items by a few respondents. 
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56 
figures for the teachers were 69.4 per cent disagreeing, 18.5 per cent 
agreeing, and 12.0 per cent indicating uncertainty. A significant 
difference was found between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" 
responses in both cases. 

Significant differences of teacher opinion were found to exist for 
background variables 7 (number of junior high classes in school) and 
8 (employing school board), For variable 7, a greater proportion of the 
teachers from the larger schools (13 or more classes), as compared to the 
teachers from the smaller schools (1 to 12 classes), disagreed with the 
item. The most noticeable difference for variable 8 was the greater 
percentage of "uncertain" responses by the Separate, as compared to the 


Public, school teachers. 


Item 4. The data of Table XII show that 46.5 per cent of all the 
responding educators disagreed, 30.8 per cent agreed, and 22.7 per cent 
were uncertain as to whether "the Departmental examination is a useful 
means of self-evaluation for teachers." The corresponding figures for 
the teachers were 53.7 per cent disagreeing, 26.9 per cent agreeing, and 
19.4 per cent indicating uncertainty. A significant difference was 
found between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses in 
both instances. 

Significant differences of opinion were found to exist on the 
basis of background variables 1 (position) and 4 (whether or not the 
teachers! classes wrote the June 1969 grade IX Departmental exam- 
jnations), For variable 1, a greater percentage of the teachers, as 
compared to the principals, disagreed with the item. For variable 4, 


a larger percentage of the teachers whose classes were exempted from 
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writing the June 1969 Departmental examinations, as compared with the 


teachers whose classes wrote the examination, disagreed with the item. 


Item 5. Table XIII indicates that 72.7 per cent of the total 
group of educators agreed, 18.6 per cent disagreed, and 8.7 per cent 
were uncertain as to whether "the Departmental examination provides a 
form of motivation for students." The corresponding figures for the 
teachers were 76.9 per cent agreeing, 13.9 per cent disagreeing, and 9.3 
per cent indicating uncertainty. A significant difference was found 
between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses in both 
instances. 

No significant differences of opinion were found to exist for any 


of the background variables. 


Item 6. The data of Table XIV, page 60; reveal that 48.5 per cent 
of all the educators disagreed, 36.7 per cent agreed, and 14.8 per cent 
were uncertain as to whether "with respect to evaluation of students, 
the Departmental examination is a time-saving aid for teachers." The 
corresponding figures for the teachers were 48.1 per cent disagreeing, 
35.8 per cent agreeing, and 16.0 per cent indicating uncertainty. The 
difference between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses 
was not significant in either case. 

No significant differences of opinion were found to exist for any 


of the background variables. 


Item 7. Table XV, page 61, indicates that the wast ma jority-- 
81.7 per cent--of all the educators disagreed, 7.7 per cent agreed, and 


10.7 per cent were uncertain as to whether telimination of the Depart- 
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62 
mental examination will decrease the time teachers spend in preparation 
of lessons." The corresponding figures for the teachers were 88.7 per 
cent disagreeing, 2.8 per cent agreeing, and 8.5 per cent indicating 
uncertainty. A significant difference was found between the percentages 
of "agree" and "disagree" responses in both instances. 

Significant differences of opinion were found to exist on the 
basis of background variables 1(position), 7 (number of junior high classes 
in school), and 8 (employing school board). For variable 1, a greater 
percentage of the teachers, as compared to the principals, disagreed 
with the item. For variable 7, a greater percentage of the teachers 
from the larger schools (13 or more classes), as compared to their 
colleagues in the smaller schools (1 to 12 classes), disagreed with the 
item. For variable 8, a greater percentage of the Public, as compared 
to the Separate, school teachers disagreed with the item, but also 
contributing to the significant difference of opinion for this variable 
was the larger percentage of "uncertain" responses by teachers from 


the Separate schools. 


Item 8, Table XVI shows that 49.1 per cent of the total group of 
educators agreed, 40.8 per cent disagreed, and 10.1 per cent were 
uncertain as to whether "the Departmental examination discourages oral 
expression and communication in the classroom." The corresponding 
figures for the teachers were 47.2 per cent agreeing, 42.5 per cent 
disagreeing, and 10.4 per cent indicating uncertainty. The difference 
between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses was not 
significant in either case. 


Significant differences of opinion were found to exist on the 
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6h, 
basis of background variables 5 (number of years of teaching experience) 
and 6 (number of years of teaching experience in grade IX social 
studies). For variable 5, a larger proportion of the teachers with 
6 or more years of teaching experience, as compared to the teachers with 
1 to 5 years of experience, disagreed with the item. For variable 6, a 
greater percentage of the teachers with 3 or more years of teaching 
experience in grade IX social studies, as compared to those with 1 or 2 
years of such experience, agreed with the item; also, a greater percent- 
age of teachers with 1 or 2 years of teaching experience in grade IX 


social studies expressed uncertainty. 


Item 9. The data of Table XVII show that 53.8 per cent of all the 
educators agreed, 32.6 per cent disagreed, and 14.2 per cent were 
uncertain as to whether "evaluation by the Departmental examination is 
more impartial than evaluation by teachers." The corresponding figures 
for the teachers were 54.7 per cent agreeing, 30.2 per cent disagreeing, 
and 15.1 per cent indicating uncertainty. A significant difference was 
found between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses in 
both cases. 

No significant differences of opinion were found to exist on the 


basis of each of the background variables. 


Item 10. Table XVIII, page 66, indicates that 63.3 per cent of 
the teachers and principals combined disagreed, 21.3 per cent agreed, 
and 15.4 per cent were uncertain as to whether "the Departmental exam- 
ination provides a necessary comparison of students' achievement in 
different parts of the Province." The corresponding figures for the 


teachers were 64.2 per cent disagreeing, 20.8 per cent agreeing, and 
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67 
15.1 per cent indicating uncertainty. The difference between the 
percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses was found to be signif- 
icant in both instances. 

A significant difference in teacher opinion was found to exist on 
the basis of background variable 4 (whether or not the teachers' classes 
wrote the June 1969 grade IX Departmental examinations). A greater 
percentage of the teachers whose classes opted out of the Departmental 
examinations, as compared to the teachers whose classes wrote the exam- 


inations, disagreed with the item. 


Item 11. Table XIX shows that 71.0 per cent of the total group 
of educators agreed, 5.9 per cent disagreed, and 23.1 per cent were 
uncertain as to whether "removal of the Departmental examination will 
result in an enriched social studies program."" The corresponding figures 
for the teachers were 70.8 per cent agreeing, 6.6 per cent disagreeing, 
and 22.6 per cent indicating uncertainty. A significant difference was 
found between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses in 
both instances. 

Significant differences of opinion were found to exist between 
teachers! opinions on the basis of background variables 4 (whether or 
not the teachers! classes wrote the June 1969 grade IX Departmental 
examinations) and 5 (number of years of teaching experience). For 
variable 4, a greater percentage of teachers whose classes were exempted 
from writing the examination, as compared with those whose classes wrote, 
agreed with the item. For variable 5, it appears that the significant 
difference in opinion is largely attributable to the greater percentage 


of teachers with 6 or more years of teaching experience, as compared to 
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teachers with 1 to 5 years of teaching experience, who were uncertain. 


Item 12. Table XX reveals that 49.7 per cent of all the educators 
disagreed, 29.0 per cent agreed, and 21.3 per cent were uncertain as to 
whether "the Departmental examination is valuable as a means of preparing 
students for a competitive society." The corresponding figures for the 
teachers were 50.9 per cent disagreeing, 27.4 per cent agreeing, and 
21.7 per cent indicating uncertainty. In both cases, the difference 
between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses was signif- 
icant. 

No significant differences of opinion were found for any of the 


background variables. 


Item 13. The data of Table XXI, page 71, indicate that 74.0 per 
cent of all the educators agreed, 13.6 per cent disagreed, and 12.4 per 
cent were uncertain as to whether "the marks obtained by students 
through teacher evaluation alone should be sufficient in determining 
their final grades." The corresponding figures for the teachers were 
76.4 per cent agreeing, 11.3 per cent disagreeing, and 12.3 per cent 
indicating uncertainty. The difference between the percentages of 
"agree" and "disagree" responses was significant in both cases. 

A significant difference of opinion was found to exist on the 
basis of background variable 4 (whether or not the teachers' classes 
wrote the June 1969 grade IX Departmental examination). A larger propor- 
tion of teachers whose classes were exempted from writing the exam- 
inations, as compared to teachers whose classes wrote, agreed with the 


item. 
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Item 14. Table XXII shots tied 33.3 per cent of the total group 
of educators agreed, 32.7 per cent disagreed, and 33.9 per cent were 
uncertain as to whether "the Departmental examinations of the past two 
years have overemphasized factual content." The corresponding figures 
for the teachers were 29.6 per cent agreeing, 46.3 per cent disagreeing, 
and 24.1 per cent indicating uncertainty. While the difference between 
the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses was not significant 
for the total group of educators, it was significant for the teachers. 

Significant differences of opinion were found to exist on the 
basis of background variables 1 (position), 4 (whether or not the 
teachers! classes wrote the June 1969 grade IX social studies Depart- 
mental examination), and 6 (number of years of teaching experience in 
grade IX social studies). For variable 1, a greater percentage of 
teachers, as compared to principals, disagreed with the item. For 
variable 4, a larger proportion of the teachers whose classes were 
exempted from writing the examination, as compared to the teachers whose 
classes wrote, agreed with the item. For variable 6, it appears that 
the significant difference is largely attributable to the greater 
percentage of teachers with 1 or 2 years of teaching experience in grade 
IX social studies, as compared to teachers with 3 or more years, who 


indicated uncertainty. 


Item 15. Table XXIII on page 74 reveals that 58.5 per cent of 
all the responding educators agreed, 15.8 per cent disagreed, and 25.7 
per cent were uncertain as to whether "the Departmental examinations of 
the past two years have over-emphasized objectively-scored items." The 


corresponding figures for the teachers were 57.4 per cent agreeing, 
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20.4 per cent disagreeing, and 22.2 per cent indicating uncertainty. In 
both cases, the difference between the percentages of "agree" and 
"disagree" responses was significant. 

A significant difference of opinion was found to exist between 
the teachers on the basis of background variable 6 (number of years of 
teaching experience in grade IX social studies). A greater percentage 
of teachers with 3 or more years of teaching experience in grade IX 
social studies, as compared to the teachers with 1 or 2 years of such 
experience, agreed with the item. Another important reason for this 
significant difference was the greater percentage of teachers with 1 or 
2 years of teaching experience in grade IX social studies, as compared 


to teachers with 3 or more years of such experience, who were uncertain. 


Item 16. Table XXIV shows that 62.0 per cent of all the educators 
agreed, 22.2 per cent disagreed, and 15.8 per cent were uncertain as to 
whether "the Departmental examination gives students a goal to work 
for." The corresponding figures for the teachers were 66.7 per cent 
agreeing, 17.6 per cent disagreeing, and 15.7 per cent indicating uncer- 
tainty. The difference between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" 
responses was significant in both instances. 

No significant differences of opinion were found to exist for any 


of the background variables. 


Item 17. Table XXV, page 77, shows that 84.8 per cent of the 
total group of educators agreed, 9.4 per cent disagreed, and 5.8 per 
cent were uncertain as to whether "the Departmental examination creates, 
for the teacher and his students, an atmosphere pre-occupied with exam- 


ination success." The corresponding figures for the teachers were 85.2 
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78 
per cent agreeing, 10.2 per cent disagreeing, and 4.6 per cent indicating 
uncertainty. A significant difference was found between the percentages 
of "agree" and "disagree" responses in both cases. 

A significant difference of opinion was found to exist between 
the teachers on the basis of background variable 4 (whether or not the 
teachers! classes wrote the June 1969 grade IX Departmental examinations). 
A greater percentage of the teachers whose classes were exempted from 
writing the examinations, as compared to the teachers whose classes 


wrote, agreed with the item. 


Item 18. The data of Table XXVI, page 79, reveal that the largest 
proportion of all the educatora-49.7 per cent--was uncertain, 29.2 per 
cent disagreed, and 21.1 per cent agreed that "the Departmental exam- 
inations of the past two years have evaluated the objectives of the 
course successfully." The corresponding figures for the teachers were 
44.4 per cent indicating uncertainty, 30.6 per cent disagreeing, and 
25.0 per cent agreeing. The difference between the percentages of 
"agree" and "disagree" responses was found not to be significant in 
either instance. 

The teachers' opinions were found to differ significantly on the 
basis of background variable 6 (number of years of teaching experience 
in grade IX social studies). The difference appears to be primarily 
attributable to the greater percentage of "uncertain" responses to the 
item by teachers with 1 or 2 years of teaching experience in grade IX 
social studies, as compared to their colleagues with 3 or more years of 


experience. 


Item 19. Table XXVIi, page 80, indicates that 67.8 per cent of 
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81 
all the educators agreed, 20.5 per cent disagreed, and 11.7 per cent 
were uncertain as to whether "the Departmental examination encourages 
year-end cramming rather than year-long effort." The corresponding 
figures for the teachers were 67.6 per cent agreeing, 21.3 per cent 
disagreeing, and 11.1 per cent indicating uncertainty. A significant 
difference was found between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" 
responses in both cases. 

A significant difference of opinion was found to exist between 
the teachers on the basis of background variables 4 (whether or not the 
teachers' classes wrote the June 1969 grade IX Departmental examinations ) 
and 7 (number of junior high classes in school). For variable 4, a 
greater percentage of the teachers whose classes were exempted from 
writing the examinations, as compared to the teachers whose classes 
wrote, agreed with the item. For variable 7, a greater percentage of 
the teachers from smaller schools (1 to 12 classes), as compared to the 
teachers from larger schools (13 or more classes), disagreed with the 


item. 


Item 20. As shown in Table XXVII, 71.9 per cent of the total 
group of educators disagreed, 9.4 per cent agreed, and 18.7 per cent 
were uncertain as to whether "preparation for the Departmental exam- 
jinations makes students adept at expressing themselves in writing." The 
corresponding figures for the teachers were 76.9 per cent disagreeing, 
8.3 per cent agreeing, and 14.8 per cent indicating uncertainty. The 
differences between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses 
was found to be significant in both cases. 


A significant difference of opinion was found to exist between 
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83 
the teachers on the basis of background variable 7 (number of junior 
high classes in school). A greater percentage of teachers from the 
larger schools (13 or more classes), as compared to the teachers from 
the smaller schools (1 to 12 classes), indicated disagreement with the 


item. 


Item 21. Table XXIX shows that 64.9 per cent of all the educators 
disagreed, 19.3 per cent agreed, and 15.8 per cent were uncertain as to 
whether "the Departmental examination provides a necessary means of 
central control over the curriculum." The corresponding figures for the 
teachers were 67.6 per cent disagreeing, 20.4 per cent agreeing, and 
12.0 per cent indicating uncertainty. A significant difference between 
the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses was found in both 
cases. 

A significant difference was found between the opinions of the 
teachers on the basis of variable 6 (number of years of teacher training 
in grade IX social studies). A greater percentage of the teachers with 
3 or more years of teaching experience in grade IX social studies, as 
compared to the teachers with 1 or 2 years of experience, agreed with 


the item. 


Item 22. Table XXX, page 85, reveals that 62.8 per cent of all 
the educators disagreed, 16.9 per cent agreed, and 20.3 per cent were 
uncertain as to whether "the Departmental examination evaluates a 
student fairly and justly." The corresponding figures for the teachers 
were 65.7 per cent disagreeing, 13.9 per cent agreeing, and 20.4 per 
cent indicating uncertainty. The difference between the percentages of 


"agree" and "disagree" responses was significant in both of these cases. 
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A significant difference of opinion was found between the teachers 
on the basis of background variable 4 (whether or not the teachers' 
classes wrote the June 1969 grade IX Departmental examinations). A 
greater percentage of the teachers whose classes wrote the June 1969 
Departmental examinations, as compared to the teachers whoses classes 
did not write, agreed with the item; also, a greater percentage of the 
teachers whose classes did not write the examination expressed 


uncertainty. 


Item 23. The data of Table XXXI show that the largest proportion 
of all the educators--56.7 per cent--was uncertain, 24.6 per cent agreed, 
and 18.7 per cent disagreed that "the Departmental examinations of the 
past two years have emphasized aptitude rather than achievement test 
items." The corresponding figures for the teachers were 49.5 per cent 
indicating uncertainty, 29.0 per cent agreeing, and 21.5 per cent 
disagreeing with the item. In neither of the above instances was the 
difference between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses 
significant. 

Significant differences of opinion were found to exist on the 
basis of background variables 1 (position) and 6 (number of years of 
teaching experience in grade IX social studies). For variable l, a 
greater percentage of the teachers, as compared to the principals, were 
in agreement with the item. Also, a greater percentage of the principals 
indicated uncertainty. The most noticeable difference for variable 6 
was the greater percentage of "uncertain" responses by the teachers with 
1 or 2 years of teaching experience in grade IX social studies, as 


compared to those with 3 or more years. 
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Item 24, Data presented in Table XXXII indicate that~85.5 per 
cent of the total group of educators agreed, 9.3 per cent disagreed, and 
5.2 per cent were uncertain as to whether "many important objectives of 
the social studies cannot be measured by multiple-choice items." The 
corresponding figures for the teachers were 86.0 per cent agreeing, 9.3 
per cent disagreeing, and 4.7 per cent indicating uncertainty. A 
significant difference was found between the percentages of "agree" and 
"disagree" responses in both cases. 

A significant difference of opinion was found on the basis of 
variable 8 (employing school board). A larger percentage of the Separate, 
as compared to the Public, school teachers indicated agreement with the 


item, 


Item 25. Table XXXIII, page 90, shows that 72.1 per cent of all 
the educators agreed, 9.9 per cent disagreed, and 18.0 per cent were 
uncertain as to whether "the move to eliminate Departmental examinations 
in Alberta is indicative of the increasing professionalism of this 
province's teachers." The corresponding figures for the teachers were 
66.7 per cent agreeing, 13.0 per cent disagreeing, and 20.4 per cent 
indicating uncertainty. A significant difference was found between the 
percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses in both of the above 
instances. 

No significant differences of opinion were found on the basis of 


the background variables. 


Item 26. The data of Table XXXIV, page 91, reveal that 63.4 per 
cent of all the educators disagreed, 20.3 per cent agreed, and 16.3 per 


cent were uncertain as to whether "the Departmental examination provides 
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a stricter form of self-discipline for students than does evaluation by 
the school." The corresponding figures for the teachers were 66.7 per 
cent disagreeing, 16.7 per cent agreeing, and 16.7 per cent indicating 
uncertainty. The difference between the percentages of "agree" and 
"disagree" responses was significant in both cases. 
No significant differences of opinion were found on the basis of 


the background variables. 


Item 27. Table XXXV shows that 81.4 per cent of all the educators 
agreed, 12.2 per cent disagreed, and 6.4 per cent were uncertain as to 
whether "the Departmental examination decreases classroom experimentation 
by teachers." The corresponding figures for the teachers were 81.5 per 
cent agreeing, 13.9 per cent disderedivic, and 4.6 per cent indicating 
uncertainty. A significant difference was found between the percentages 
of "agree" and "disagree" responses in both cases. 

Significant differences of opinion were found to exist for back= 
ground variables 5 (number of years of teaching experience) and 7 (number 
of junior high classes in school). For variable 5, a larger percentage 
of the teachers with 1 to 5 years of teaching experience, as compared to 
the teachers with 6 or more years of experience, indicated agreement 
with the item. For variable 7, a greater percentage of the teachers 
from the schools with 13 or more classes of junior high students, as 
compared to those from schools with 1 to 12 classes, agreed with the 


item. 


Item 28. As shown in Table XXXVI, page 94, 58.1 per cent of all 
the educators disagreed, 23.3 per cent agreed, and 18.6 per cent were 


uncertain as to whether "as an evaluative aid, the Departmental exam- 
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ination represents a justifiable expenditure of time and money." The 
corresponding figures for the teachers were 55.6 per cent disagreeing, 
22.2 per cent agreeing, and 22.2 per cent indicating uncertainty. The 
difference between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" responses 
was significant in both cases. 

A significant difference of opinion was found between the teachers 
on the basis of background variable 4 (whether or not the teachers’ 
classes wrote the June 1969 grade IX Departmental examinations). A 
greater percentage of the teachers whose classes were exempted from 
writing the examinations, as compared to the teachers whose classes 


wrote the examinations, disagreed with the item. 


Basic Question 3 
To what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate favor for 
various methods of evaluation for determining the final marks of 
students in grade IX social studies? Are there significant differ- 
ences in their responses on the basis of their backgrounds? 

Item 29-1. Table XXXVII shows that 72.8 per cent of all the 
educators favored assigning to the results of the "March Departmental 
examination" a weight of O to 20% in arriving at the final marks of 
students in grade IX social studies. Another 26.0 per cent of the 
educators favored assigning to the March Departmental examination a 
weight of 21 to 60%, while 1.2 per cent of the educators favored a weight 
of 61 to 100%. The corresponding figures for the teachers were 75.7 per 
cent favoring a weight of 0 to 20%, 23.4 per cent favoring a weight of 
21.to 60%, and 0.9 per cent favoring a weight of 61 to 100%. 


No significant differences of opinion, with respect to the use of 


March Departmental examination results for determining the final marks 
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97 
of students in grade IX social studies, were found for any of the back- 


ground variables. 


Item 30-2. The data of Table XXXVIII indicate that 74.6 per cent 
of all the educators favored assigning to the "written final examination 
(other than Departmental)" a weight of O to 20% in arriving at the final 
marks of students in grade IX social studies. Another 24.3 per cent 
favored assigning to this method a weight of 21 to 60%, while 1.2 per 
cent of all the educators favored a weight of 61 to 100%. The corres- 
ponding figures for the teachers were 77.6 per cent favoring a weight of 
O to 20%, 20.6 per cent favoring a weight of 21 to 60%, and 1.9 per cent 
favoring a weight of 61 to 100%. 

A significant difference of opinion with respect to the use of 
this method of evaluation was found on the basis of background variable 
7 (number of junior high classes in school). A greater percentage of the 
teachers from schools with 13 or more classes, as compared to the 
teachers from schools with 1 to 12 classes, favored assigning less weight 


(0 to 20%) to the written final examination (other than Departmental ). 


Item 31-3. As shown in Table XXXIX, page 99; 53.3 per cent of 
the total group of educators favored assigning to "written term (year- 
long) examinations and quizzes" a weight of 0 to 20% in arriving at the 
final marks of students in grade IX social studies. Another 43.2 per 
cent of the educators favored assigning to this method of evaluation a 
weight of 21 to 60%, while 3.6 per cent of the educators favored a 
weight of 61 to 100%. The corresponding figures for the teachers were 
58.9 per cent favoring a weight of O to 20%, 38.3 per cent favoring a 


weight of 21 to 60%, and 2.8 per cent favoring a weight of 61 to 100%, 
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A significant difference in teacher opinion with respect to the 
use of written term examinations and quizzes was found on the basis of 
background variables 4 (whether or not the teachers' classes wrote the 
June 1969 grade IX Departmental examinations) and 5 (number of years of 
teaching experience). A greater percentage of the teachers whose wrote 
the June 1969 Departmental examinations, as compared to the teachers 
whose classes were exempted from writing the examination, favored 
assigning less weight (0 to 20%) to this method of evaluation. For 
variable 5, a greater percentage of the teachers with 6 or more years 
of teaching experience, as compared to the teachers with 1 to 5 years 
of experience, favored assigning less weight (0 to 20%) to this method 


of evaluation. 


Item 32-4. Table XL reveals that 95.9 per cent of all the 
educators favored assigning to "formal oral examinations" a weight of 
0 to 20% in arriving at the final marks of students in grade IX social 
studies. The remaining 4.1 per cent of the educators favored assigning 
a weight of 21 to 60%. The corresponding figures for the teachers were 
95.3 per cent favoring a weight of O to 20%, with the remaining 4.7 per 
cent favoring a weight of 21 to 60%. 

No significant differences of opinion with respect to the use of 
formal oral examinations for determining the final marks of grade IX 


social studies students, were found for any of the background variables. 


Item 33-5. Table XLI, page 102, shows that 92.3 per cent of all 
the educators favored assigning to “oral student reporting" a weight of 
QO to 20% in arriving at the final marks of students in grade 1X social 


studies. The remaining 7.7 per cent of the educators favored assigning 
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a weight of 21 to 60% to this method of evaluation. The corresponding 
figures for the teachers were 93.5 per cent favoring a weight of O to 
20%, and the remaining 6.5 per cent favoring a weight of 21 to 60%. 
No significant differences of opinion, with respect to the use of 
oral student reporting for determining the final marks of grade IX social 


studies students, were found for any of the background variables. 


Item 34-6. The data of Table XLII indicate that 68.0 per cent of 
all the educators favored assigning to "written student assignments" a 
weight of O to 20% in arriving at the final marks of students in grade 
IX social studies. Another 31.4 per cent of the educators favored 
assigning to this method a weight of 21 to 60%, while 0.6 per cent of all 
the educators favored a weight cf 61 to 100%. The corresponding figures 
for the teachers were 71.0 per cent favoring a weight of O to 20%, 28.0 
per cent favoring a weight of 21 to 60%, and 0.9 per cent of the teachers 
favoring a weight of 61 to 100%. 

No significant differences of opinion, with respect to the use of 
written student assignments for determining the final marks of grade IX 


social studies students, were found for any of the background variables. 


Item 35-7. Table XLIII, page 105, shows that 78.1 per cent of 
all the educators favored assigning to "day-to-day observations of 
students in the classroom" a weight of O to 20% in arriving at the final 
marks of students in grade IX social studies. Another 19.5 per cent of 
the educators favored assigning to this method of evaluation a weight of 
21 to 60%, while the remaining 2.4 per cent favored a weight of 61 to 
100%. The corresponding figures for the teachers were 8.1 per cent 


favoring a weight of O to 20%, 14.0 per cent favoring a weight of el to 
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60%, and 1.9 per cent of the teachers favoring a weight of 61 to 100%. 
No significant differences of opinion, with respect to the use 
of day-to-day observations of students in the classroom for determining 


the final marks of grade IX social studies students, were found. 


Item 36-8. As shown in Table XLIV, 96.4 per cent of all the 
educators favored assigning to "other methods of evaluation" a weight of 
O to 20% in arriving bt the final marks of students in grade IX social 
studies. The remaining 3.6 per cent of the educators favored assigning 
a weight of 21 to 60%. The corresponding figures for the teachers-were 
95.3 per cent favoring a weight of 0 to 20%, with the remaining 4.7 per 
cent favoring a weight of 21 to 60%. 

No significant differences of opinion, with respect to the use of 
other methods of evaluation for determining the final marks of grade IX 
social studies students, were found for any of the background variables. 

Other methods of evaluation were specifically suggested by 
twenty-two of the responding educators. Ten respondents favored the use 
of what they referred to as "research projects." Some of the other 
suggestions included the use of "map projections," "displays," "test 
booklets," and "simulation." 

III. VARIABLE BY VARIABLE ACCOUNT OF ITEMS WITH 
SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES OF OPINION 

The number of items for which significant differences of opinion 
were found to exist varied noticeably on the basis of the analysis under 
each of the different background variables. This section reports the 
items for which a significant difference of opinion between the educators, 


dichotomously subdivided in each of the eight variables, was found. 
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Variable 1: Position. On the basis of the educators’ position as 
either a teacher or principal, significant differences of opinion were 
found to exist for the following items: 
4. The Departmental examination is a useful means of self-evaluation 
for teachers. 
7. Elimination of the Departmental examination will decrease the 
time teachers spend in preparation of lessons. 
14. The Departmental examinations of the past two years have over- 
emphasized factual content. 
23. The Departmental examinations of the past two years have 


emphasized aptitude rather than achievement test items. 


Variable 2: Sex. No significant differences of opinion were 


found for any items on the basis of this background variable. 


Variable 3: Number of years of teacher training. No significant 
differences of opinion were found for any items on the basis of this 


background variable. 


Variable 4: Whether or not the teachers' classes wrote the June 
1969 grade IX Departmental examination. Significant differences of 
opinion, on the basis of this background variable, were found to exist 
for the following items: 
1. The grade IX social studies Departmental examination should be 
completely eliminated. 
4. The Departmental examination is a useful means of self-evaluation 


for teachers. 


10. The Departmental examination provides a necessary comparison of 
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students' achievement in different parts of the Province. 

ll. Removal of the Departmental examination will result in an 
enriched social studies program. 

13. The marks obtained by students through teacher evaluation alone 
should be sufficient in determining their final grades. 

14. The Departmental examinations of the past two years have over- 
emphasized factual content. 

17. The Departmental examination creates, for the teacher and his 
students, an atmosphere pre-occupied with examination success. 

19. The Departmental examination encourages year-end cramming rather 
than year-long effort. 

22. The Departmental examination evaluates a student fairly and justly. 

28. As an evaluative aid, the Departmental examination represents a 
justifiable expenditure of time and money. 


31-3. Written term (year-long) examinations and quizzes. 


Variable 5: Number of years of teaching experience. Significant 


differences of opinion between teachers on the basis of this background 
variable were found for the following items: 
8. The Departmental examination discourages oral expression and 
communication in the classroom. 
11. Removal of the Departmental examination will result in an enriched 
social studies program. 
27. The Departmental examination decreases classroom experimentation 
by teachers. 


31-3. Written term (year-long) examinations and quizzes. 
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Variable 6: Number of years of teaching experience in grade IX 
social studies. Significant differences of opinion were found, on the 
basis of this background variable, for the following items: 
8, The Departmental examination discourages oral expression and 
communication in the classroom. 
14. The Departmental examinations of the past two years have over- 
emphasized factual content. 
15. The Departmental examinations of the past two years have over- 
emphasized objectively-scored items. 
18. The Departmental examinations of the past two years have 
evaluated the stated objectives of the course successfully. 
21. The Departmental examination provides a necessary means of 
central control over the curriculum. 
23. The Departmental examinations of the past two years have 


emphasized aptitude rather than achievement test items. 


Variable 7: Number of junior high classes in school. Significant 
differences of opinion, on the basis of this background variable, were 
found for the following items: 

3. Removal of the Departmental examination will lower standards of 
student achievement. 
7, Elimination of the Departmental examination will decrease the 
time teachers spend in preparation of lessons. 
19. The Departmental examination encourages year-end cramming rather 
than year-long effort. 
20. Preparation for the Departmental examination makes students adept 


at expressing themselves in writing. 
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27. The Departmental examination decreases classroom experimentation 
by teachers. 


30-2. Written final examination (other than Departmental). 


Variable 8: Employing school board. On the basis of this back- 
ground variable, significant differences of opinion were found for the 
following items: 

3, Removal of the Departmental examination will lower standards of 
student achievement. 

7. Elimination of the Departmental examination will decrease the 
time teachers spend in preparation of lessons. 

24. Many important objectives of the social studies cannot be 


measured by multiple-choice items. 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


The problem of this investigation was to determine and compare, by 
means of the questionnaire method, the opinions of grade IX social studies 
teachers and junior high school principals in the Edmonton Public and 
Separate junior high schools with respect to the following basic questions: 

1. To what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate agree- 
ment or disagreement with the elimination of the grade IX social studies 
Departmental examination? Are there significant differences in their 
responses on the basis of their backgrounds? 

2. To what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate agree- 
ment or disagreement with the stated advantages and disadvantages of the 
grade IX social studies Departmental examination? Are there significant 
differences in their responses on the basis of their backgrounds? 

3. To what extent do the opinions of the educators indicate favor 
for various methods of evaluation for determining the final marks of 
students in grade IX social studies? Are there significant differences 


in their responses on the basis of their backgrounds? 


I. SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS 


Question sy 

Over two-thirds of the educators agreed that "the grade IX social 
studies Departmental examination should be completely abolished." Fewer 
than one-fifth of the educators indicated disagreement. The difference 
between these proportions was found to be significant. 


A significant difference of opinion between the teachers was 
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PED 
found for this question on the basis of background variable 4 (whether 
or not the teachers! classes wrote the June 1969 grade IX Departmental 


examinations). 


Question 2 
The analysis of the responses to items 2 to 28 of the question-— 
naire, which dealt primarily with the advantages and disadvantages of 
the grade IX social studies Departmental examination, generally indi- 
cated that a majority of the respondents expressed opinions of agree- 
ment with the stated disadvantages of the Departmental examination, and 
of disagreement with its declared advantages. 
Over four-fifths of the educators agreed that: 
1. The Departmental examination creates, for the teacher and his 
. students, an atmosphere pre-occupied with examination success. 
(Item 17) 
2. Many important objectives of the social studies cannot be 
measured by multiple-choice items. (Item 24) 
3. The Departmental examination decreases classroom experimentation 
by teachers. (Item 27) 
Over four-fifths of the educators disagreed that: 
1. Elimination of the Departmental examination will decrease the 
time teachers spend in preparation of lessons." (Item 7) 
Between two-thirds and four-fifths of the educators agreed that: 
1. The Departmental examination determines what teachers teach. 
(Item 2) 
2. The Departmental examination provides a form of motivation for 


students. (Item 5) 
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3, Removal of the Departmental examination will result in an 
enriched social studies program. (Item 11) 
4. The marks obtained by students through teacher evaluation alone 
should be sufficient in determining their final grades. (Item 13) 
5, The Departmental examination encourages year-end cramming rather 
than year-long effort, (Item 19) 
6. The movement to eliminate Departmental examinations in Alberta 
is indicative of the increasing professionalism of this province's 
teachers. (item 25) 
Between two-thirds and four-fifths of the educators disagreed that: 
1. Removal of the Departmental examination will lower standards of 
student achievement. (Item 3) 
2. Preparation for the Departmental examination makes students adept 
at expressing themselves in writing. (Item 20) 
Between one-half and two-thirds of the educators agreed that: 
1. Evaluation by the Departmental examination is more impartial 
than evaluation by teachers. (Item 9) 
2. The Departmental examinations of the past two years have over- 
emphasized objectively-scored items. (Item 15) 
3. The Departmental examination gives students a goal to work for. 
(Item 16) 
Between one-half and two-thirds of the educators disagreed that: 
1. The Departmental examination provides a necessary comparison of 
students! achievement in different parts of the Province. (Item 
10) 
2. The Departmental examination provides a necessary means of 


central control over the curriculum. (Item 21) 
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3. The Departmental examination evaluates a student fairly and 
justly. (Item 22) 

4. The Departmental examination provides a stricter form of self- 
discipline for students than does evaluation by the school. 
(Item 26) 

5, As an evaluative aid, the Departmental examination represents a 
justifiable expenditure of time and money. (Item 28) 

The largest proportion, although not forming a majority, of the 
educators agreed that: 

1. The Departmental examination discourages oral expression and 
communication in the classroom. (Item 8) 

The largest group of respondents disagreed that: 


1. The Departmental examination is a useful means of self-evaluation 





for teachers. (Item 4) 
2, With respect to evaluation of students, the Departmental exam- 
ination is a time-saving aid for teachers. (Item 6) 
3. The Departmental examination is valuable as a means of preparing 
students for a competitive society. (Item 12) 
The largest proportion of the educators were uncertain with respect 
to whether: 
1. The Departmental examinations of the past two years have over=- 
emphasized factual content. (Item 14) 
2, The Departmental examinations of the past two years have eval- 
uated the stated objectives of the course successfully. (Item 18) 
3. The Departmental examinations of the past two years have 


emphasized aptitude rather than achievement test items. (Item 23) 
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The difference between the percentages of "agree" and "disagree" 
responses made by the educators was significant for twenty-two of the 
twenty-seven items. The difference was not significant for items 6,°8, 
Li, 18, Gandh23% 

Significant differences of opinion for items 2 to 28 were most 
numerous on the basis of background variable 4 (whether or not the 
teachers! classes wrote the June 1969 grade IX Departmental examina- 
tions). Significant differences of opinion were found to exist between 
the teachers, as subdivided on the basis of this variable, for items 4, 
10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 19, 22, and 28. For these items it was generally 
found that a greater percentage of the teachers whose classes were 
exempted from writing the Departmental examinations, as compared to 
their colleagues whose classes wrote the examinations, expressed opinions 
which indicated opposition to the Departmental examination. 

On the basis of background variable 6 (number of years of teaching 
experience in grade IX social studies), significant differences of 
teacher opinion were found for items 8, 14, 15, 18, 21, and 23. However, 
one of the factors contributing to these differences was the greater 
percentage of "uncertain" responses made by teachers with 1 or 2 years 
of teaching experience in grade IX social studies, as compared to 
teachers with 3 or more years of experience. These items were mainly of 
the type which required knowledge of the grade IX social studies Depart- 
mental examinations of the previous two years. 

Significant differences of opinion were found to exist between 
the cee se as subdivided on the basis of background variable 7 (number 
of junior high classes in school), for items 3, 7, 19, 20, and 27. For 


these items it was generally found that a greater percentage of the 
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teachers from larger schools (13 or more classes), as compared to the 
teachers from smaller schools (1 to 12 classes), expressed opinions 
which were indicative of opposition to the Departmental examination. 

On the basis of background variable 1 (position), a significant 
difference between the opinions of the educators was found for items 
4, 7, 14, and 23. No consistent relationships between the opinions of 
the educators as subdivided on the basis of this background variable, 
were found. 

Significant differences of opinion between the teachers as 
subdivided on the basis of background variable 5 (number of years of 
teaching experience), were found for items 8, 11, and 27. No consistent 
relationships between the opinions of the teachers as subdivided on the 
basis of this variable, were found. 

On the basis of background variable 8 (employing school board), 
significant differences of teacher opinion were found for items 8 mils 
and 24. No consistent relationships between the opinions of the 
teachers as subdivided on the basis of this variable, were found. 

No significant differences of opinion were found between the 
teachers as subdivided on the basis of background variable 2 (sex) and 


3 (number of years of teacher training). 


Question 3 


The methods of evaluation, in order of their decreasing total 
WeLents;— favored by the educators were: (1) written term (year-long) 


examinations and quizzes, (2) written student assignments, (3) day-to-day 





1 See Appendix A 
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observations of students in the classroom, (4) March Departmental exam- 
ination, (5) written final examination (other than Departmental), 

(6) oral student reporting, (7) formal oral examinations, and (8) other 
methods. 

Significant differences in teacher opinion with regard to the 
favored methods of evaluation of students in grade IX social studies 
were found for items 30-2 on the basis of background variable 7 (number 
of junior high classes in school), and for items 31-3 on the basis of 
background variables 4 (whether or not the teachers' classes wrote the 
June 1969 grade IX Departmental examinations) and 5 (number of years of 


teaching experience). 
II. CONCLUSIONS 


The study found that a significant proportion of the responding 
educators--68.0 per cent--favored the complete elimination of the grade 
IX social studies Departmental examination. Two years previously, it was 
found that a similar opinion was held by only 42.0 per cent of the edu- 
cators who responded to a similar survey in the City of Shea The 
conclusion that the opinions of junior high school educators in the City 
of Edmonton have changed in the direction of greater opposition to the 
grade IX social studies Departmental examination seems to be warranted. 
It is possible that the influence of recent professional literature, 
most of which has been highly critical of external Departmental exam- 
inations, accounted for at least part of this change. One other possible 


cause is the influence of teachers employed by the two school boards 
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involved, in the past two years. 

It can also be concluded that the new examinations policy of the 
Department of Education in Alberta should meet with the approval of a 
majority of the junior high school educators in the City of Edmonton. 
This conclusion was supported not only by the fact that a statistically 
significant proportion of the responding educators expressed agreement 
with the statement that "the grade IX social studies Departmental exam- 
ination should be completely abolished": it was also noted that the 
majority of the respondents generally expressed negative ("disagree") 
opinions toward what the literature regarded as the strengths or 
advantages of external examinations, and positive ("agree") opinions 
toward what the literature considered to be the weaknesses or disadvan- 
tages of external examinations. 

To the extent that the expressed opinions of the responding 
educators are determinative of penavicoe it can be concluded that as 
a result of the Department of Education's new policy of evaluation, 
more grade IX social studies classes in the City of Edmonton should 
witness: 

1. the inclusion of more teacher-selected content. (Item 2) 

2, the loss of one form of motivation to students. (Item 5). 

3. at least as much, or more, time spent by the teachers in 
preparing their lessons. (Item 7) 

4. an enriched social studies program. (Item 11) 

5. less emphasis, in evaluating students, on objectively-scored 


test items. (Item 15) 





FH. H. Remmers, Introduction to Opinion and Attitude Measurement 
(New York: Harper and Brothers, 1958), p. 15. 
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6. an atmosphere less occupied with examination success. (Item 17) 
7. more year-long effort, rather than year=end cramming, by 
students. (Item 19) 
8, a fairer and more just evaluation of students. (Item 22) 
9. increased classroom experimentation by teachers. (Item 27) 

It can be concluded that an often significant, and generally 
consistent, relationship exists between the opinions of Edmonton teachers 
with respect to the advantages and disadvantages of rhe grade IX social 
studies Departmental examination, on the basis of background variables 
, (whether or not the teachers! classes wrote the June 1969 grade IX 
Departmental examinations) and 7 (number of junior high classes in 
school ). 

On the other hand, even though significant differences of opinion 
were found with respect to background variables 1 (position), 5 (number 
of years of teaching experience), 6 (number of years of teaching exper- 
jence in grade IX social studies), and 8 (employing school board), no 
conclusion of consistent relationships between the educators as sub- 
divided on the basis of these variables, was warranted. 

It can be concluded that since no significant differences of 
opinion were found on the basis of background variables 2 (sex) and 
3 (number of years of teacher training), these factors have no signif- 
icant relationship to the opinions of Edmonton teachers with respect 
to the questions of this study. 

It can be concluded that the concept of paper=and=-pencil tests 
was not rejected, and that this will be an important evaluative tech- 


nique for teachers of grade IX social studies. 
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III. RECOMMENDATIONS 


The data gathered by the questionnaire were educators’ opinions. 
Since opinion can change with time and additional omit it is 
recommended by the investigator that a similar study be conducted after 
the educators in the City of Edmonton have had the opportunity of working 
in their classrooms without the June Departmental examinations. It is 
further recommended that wherever possible an attempt be made to struc- 
ture the data-gathering instrument so as to obtain from the respondents 
their opinions not only on the existing practices and conditions, but 
also on the ideal or what ought to be. 

Since this study involved only the grade IX social studies 
teachers and junior high school principals in the City of Edmonton, its 
implications are somewhat limited. It is recommended that the opinions, 
with respect to the same questions, of grade IX social studies teachers 
and junior high school principals from the entire Province be gathered 
to determine the extent of similarity or difference of educators' 
opinions from different parts of the Province. Is there a significant 
difference, for example, between the opinions of urban and rural 
educators? 

One of the questions to which this study sought answers, involved 
the methods of evaluation favored by educators for evaluating students 
of grade IX social studies. The results of this survey indicated that 
written examinations will constitute one of the important means of 


appraisal. It is therefore recommended that precautions be taken, in 








“a N. Oppenheim, Questionnaire Design and Attitude Measurement 
(New York: Basic Books Inc., 1966), pp. 105-106. 


enol Tamang “try” PR ok 
‘uy ere . 


.enoiniqo ‘erodsoubes exew erisnmeiieeup odd yd bererdtag, stab oft 
* sonatragxe isnolsibbs bus omit diiw egnade mao nokniqo vonte | 
isdts bedombsoo ed youde selimte # Jadd 1tosspiveoval edd yd 2 gr pint 

antxrow Io ytinudtoqgo ely had eves nosaosbs Yo ysl ond at a sedanate -“ 





— 


at dé 


si 3 .anetésnimexe lodnomsreqed ams ors syons.tw emootesslo tteds mk 
~ouise oF sham od damadts ns oldiageq reveterw Jai} bebneamooes serdar? 
ednebnoqest eft mort nistdo od es Oa Jasmurident gutredisg-sisb, ond otud 
Jud ,smoidiines bas ssolttoatq gmivaixe ons no yino Jon anotniqo ster 
2.08 Jdayo tedw 10 Leebt odt m9. op te | 
astbute Letooe XI ebatz end yino bevfovat ybuje elds sonté bad 

ast .motnomb to ytiD sd ai efeqtealy, loodse datd tofaut bas etedoses 
.enoiitge eld gad? bebnemmoos: ei JI .bedhmti terwemoe ots anolisoliqnt | 


eredosst esibude Laiooe XI ebsig to ,enotteeup omse edt of doeqees, diiw 









betsidas ed sonivord ssidne edt mot? efegtsminzg Loosce. dgid toinut bas 

'etotsoube To paren 10 Yditelimte Yo heniied odd entarreseb ot 
tnsoilingte 3 sist al ,sontvorl edd to edaag tooteTith so? snoiatqo 2 

few? bos sedi to encinigo edd meewied ,olqmaxe 102 ,eonetstitb 

Terotspube 

boviowvat .erewens Inguoe ybute aids dotdy o¢ snotdeeup edt Yo en0.) , 

sinsbuse sattevieve 101 s1odgoubs yd bewevah, Gulsaxtove. le. ehougien od) 


tant betgotbat yeviwe eidd io adiveor * vacances 
ii SEM WEIS Site, chy: 
Shi st tered 







Re aaarer. Sha ten att" 


¥ a 7 8 - 





Be 
all fairness to the students, to ensure that grade IX social studies 
teachers are qualified in the skill of test-making and test=grading. 

The development of test banks seems to offer one source of aid to 

teachers requiring assistance in this area, It is hoped, however, that 
this survey has also helped to raise some questions about the extent to 
which paper-and-pencil tests should be employed in evaluating students 


of grade IX social studies. 
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REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH PROJECT 


Onganization or person frcm whom assistance is requested: 





MONTON PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD 





Name of graduate student investigator NEIL LOPAGKA 


Room Nuwnber 201 | Telephone Number 454-9775 (RHS.) 








Purpose of the nesearcn project O DETERMINE THE OPINIONS OF SELECTED 





























EDUCA TORS REGARDING THE GRAD SHINE SOCIAL STUDIZS DEPARTMENTAL 
EAAMINATI CES aND OTHER aSPECTS OF iVaiU eee in tHE GRADE a BING 5 
s0clal Jo LUDIES . 

Spectfice assrcstance requested (use Riuaekenentay pages Lf bie ae a 
PERMIS SION TO DISTRIBUTE A QUESTIONNAIRE TO ALL GRA RINE SOCIAL 
STUDIES TE.CHSRS, JUJLOR HIGH SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES COCRDINATORS, 


AND JUNIOR HIGH. SCHOOL PRINCIPsLS. THE STUDY WILL PROVIDE THE DATA 




















FOR a RESEARCH PROJEC? aZICH ILL BE SUBMITTED TO WIE UNIVERSITY OF 
ISER%A (HDKMONTOS) IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 








DEGREES OF M.ED. RESULTS OF THE STUDY WILL SE MADE AValLASLE TO THE 


SENT EY Sas 





























Ba! ie Ny TON PUBLIC CE {00L BOART » 


eee 


This 4s to certify that the research project named has been carefully 
examined and approved by me <n my capacity as thesss supervisor for the study. The 
above requests by the student for your assistance in the collection of data are 
considered to be warranted by the possible value of the study to education. 
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Limonion Vublic Selool Board 
10010-107A Avenue 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


April 1, 1969. 


Dr. .D. otewart, 

Executive Secretary, 
Laboratory Program Committee, 
Faculty of Education, 
University of Alberta, 
EDMONTON 7, Alberta. 


De aise Dae ee walls bye 


Res pRéesearenprojecti-eir. Neil Lopatka 


Approval is granted, on a permissive basis, for Mr. 
Neil Lopatka to conduct research as outlined on the attached 
form. 

Mr. Lopatka should contact the principals concerned 
to make final arrangements. Lists of principals, social studies 
teachers and co-ordinators are being sent to Mr. Lopatka under 
separate cover. 


Yours sincerely, 
Q} 00 
¢ : C~ 2 j | enefe G 


E.A. Mansfield, 
DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH. 
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encl. 

CaCs N. Lopatka 
38 principals 
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REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH PROJECT 


Organization oA person from whom asscstance 44 requested: 


ae eC Oke her ene © 4ae-g omy 











Name of graduate student investigator NTT, Topas PIA 
Room Number 201 | Tekephone Nunber 434-9995 /DR 


Purpose of the researen eas TO DETERMINE THE OPINIONS OF SELEC?TED 


Yr SEL 


ar 5 . iyi E NT Na 
EDUCATORS REGARDING THE GRADE NINE SOCIAL STUDIES pePARTYETT 


EXAMINATION AND OT! ER ASPECTS OF EVALUATION IN ? 


ers 
es 


im GRADE NINE Soc 


SLUDIES . 
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Speetfic assistance requested (use supplementary pages 4% necessary) 


PERKISSION TO DISTRIBUTE A QUESTIONNAIRE TO ATT, GRA ADE NINE SOCIAL 








STUDIES TEACHERS, JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL SOCIAL scuDIZS cooRDIN. DORS 5 




















AND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL OL PRIN CIPALS. THE STUDY WILL PROVIDE JHE “DARA 
FOR A RESEARCH PROJ ECE WHICH WILL BE SUBHI1 ited TO THE UNIVERSITY OF 
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DEGREE OF M.ED. RESULTS OF THE STUDY WILL BE MADE AVAILABL i, TO THE 





EDMONTON SEPaRuTE SCHOOL BOARD. 
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This is to certify that the research project named has been carefully 
examined and approved by me in my capacity as thesis supervisor for the study. The 
above tequests by the student gor your assistance tn the collection of data are 
considered to be warranted by the possible value o§ the study to education. 
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Edmonton Senabate Chol board 











ON, 
H. A. MACNEIL, M. Ep. pa €.4) TELEPHONE @ 429-2751 
SUPERINTENDENT Sore 7 
so 4 Lae 2HOVy-IODnT oH Sree y 
aye 4 eet Pte 
L2 de SLAVIK Ti ee CN EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
SECRETARY-TREASURER Pa eet Ga 








March 27th, 1969 


Me. WA. Kiffiak 
Administrative Assistant 
Faculty of Education 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton 


Dear Mc, Kifftak: 


eived the request from Neil Lopatka ‘to determine the opinions 
£ selected educators regarding the grade nine social studies 

tmental exeminaticn and other aspects of evaluation in the 
grade nine social studies’ 
This request has been congidered and is approved, The notte 
regarding Mr. Lopatka's request will be published in the School 
Bulletin for Apr i 2n id, Zt is understood that school personnel 
are, as is the case in all research studies cf this nature, at 
liber ty to complete the questionnaire or not complete the questions 
naire as they wish, 


Yours truly, 


o P00 Hara 
ae Addehieatt adent 
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APPENDIX C 
Edmonton Public School Board Memorandum to Principals 


of Schools with Grade IX Classes 
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Research 

Date: Apiielaly 21962 

MEMORANDUM: 

Lo: Principals 
Allendale McDougall 
Avalon McKernan 
Balwin Oliver 
Britannia Otteweil 
Crestwood Parkailen 
Donnan Parkdale 
D. S. MacKenzie Parkview 
Eastwood Ritchie 
Garneau Rosslyn 
Hea. Gray Sherbrooke 
Hardisty spruce Avenue 
Highlands Steele Heights 
Hillcrest Stratford 
Kenilworth Stratheara 
Killarney Vernon Barford 
King Edward Wellingtcn 
Laurier Heights Westglen 
Lawton Westminster 
McCauley Westmount 

From: E.A. Mansfield, Director of Research 

Subject: Research Project of NEIL LOPATKA; Educational Opinions 











re Grade IX Social Studies Departmentai Examinations 


ube Mr. Lopatka is presently on sabbatical leave from the Edmonton 
Public School System working toward a Master's degree in 
Secondary Education. Prior to the sabbatical he was a Grade IX 
social studies teacher and co-ordinator at Oliver Junior High. 


De Mr. Lopatka's study is designed to analyze ycur reactions to 
social studies departmental examinations and to provide for an 
evaluation of some of the recent changes in departmentals made 
by the Department of Education. 


3. In addition, Mr. Lopatka wishes to survey the opinions of the 
Grade IX social studies teachers, and any social studies 
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co-ordinators, which you have on your staff. Please see the 
attached lists. It might be that due to staff changes these 
lists are no longer entirely correct. However, it would be 
appreciated if you would inform the staff which might be involved 
from your school as to the general nature of the study and of 

Mr. Lopatka's intention to contact them requesting their 
co-operation. 


While central office approval has been granted, on the basis 

of the potential usefulness of the study, it should be clear 
that this approval, as always, is permissive. That is, each 
person contacted by Mr. Lopatka — principal, co-ordinator, and 
teacher —~ can participate or not as he wishes. 
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APPENDIX D 


Instruction, Sheet for Pre-Test Respondents 
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DEAR 5) 


THE ATTACHED QUESTIONNAIRE.WILL BE ADMINISTERED TO. ALL GRADE NINE 
SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHERS AND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS IN THE EDMONTON 
PUBLIC AND SEPARATE SCHOOL SCHOOL SYSTEMS IN THE NEAR,.FUTURE. I WOULD 
VERY MUCH APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD GO THROUGH THE QUESTIONNAIRE IN ITS 
ENTIRETY, ANSWERING EACH ITEM, AND THEN INDICATING (1) WHETHER ANY ITEM 
LACKS CLARITY, (2) WHETHER PROVISIONS SHOULD BE MADE FOR ANY ITEMS WHICH 
ARE NOT INCLUDED IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE, (3) WHICH OF THE THREE POSSIBLE 
RESPONSE PATTERNS FOR PART B: SECTION II IS BEST, EXPLAINING ALSO WHY 
YOU THINK SO, AND (4) ANY OTHER SUGGESTIONS WHICH YOU FEEL WOULD IMPROVE 
THE QUESTIONNAIRE. 

PLEASE MAKE THESE COMMENTS IN THE SPACE PROVIDED BELOW (CONTINUE 
ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THIS SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS REQUIRED. ) 


COMMENTS 
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APPENDIX E 
Final Version of Questionnaire, with Covering Letter 
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3827 — 111B alas 
EDMONTON, ALTA., 
APRIL 14, 1969. 


PRINCIPAL, SCHOOL, 


EDMONTON, ALTA. 


DEAR ; 

ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND COPIES OF A QUESTIONNAIRE DEALING 
WITH DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATIONS AND OTHER ASPECTS OF EVALUATION, IN THE 
GRADE NINE SOCIAL STUDIES. 

IF I MAY IMPOSE UPON YOUR VALUABLE TIME, I WOULD APPRECIATE IT 
IF YOU WOULD COMPLETE ONE COPY OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE, EVEN THOUGH YOU 
MAY NOT BE A SOCIAL STUDIES SPECIALIST, AND DISTRIBUTE ONE COPY TO 
EACH MEMBER OF YOUR STAFF WHO TEACHES GRADE NINE SOCIAL STUDIES. 
ACCORDING TO THE LIST PROVIDED BY THE SCHOOL BOARD OFFICE, THIS INCLUDES: 











| 





YOUR PROMPT ATTENTION WOULD BE APPRECIATED. THANK YOU. 


SINCERELY, 


(NEIL LOPATKA) 
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EDMONTON, ALTA., 
APRIL 14, 1969. 


DEAR ; 


THOSE OF US CONCERNED WITH EDUCATION REALIZE THE IMPORTANCE, AND 
DIFFICULTY, OF EVALUATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT. THE WRITER IS CONDUCTING 
A SURVEY TO DETERMINE THE OPINIONS OF SELECTED EDUCATORS REGARDING THE 
GRADE NINE SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION AND OTHER RELATED 
ASPECTS OF EVALUATION IN THE GRADE NINE SOCIAL STUDIES. THIS STUDY IS 
PART OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR AN M.ED. DEGREE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
ALBERTA (EDMONTON). IT HAS BEEN ENDORSED BY PROFESSOR T. AOKI (UNIVERSITY 
OF ALBERTA), AND BY THE RESEARCH DIRECTOR OF THE EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOL 
BOARD. 


I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR COOPERATION IN THIS INVESTIGATION. PLEASE 
COMPLETE THE ATTACHED QUESTIONNAIRE AT YOUR EARLIEST CONVENIENCE AND 
RETURN IT IN THE SELF-ADDRESSED AND STAMPED ENVELOPE WHICH HAS BEEN 
PROVIDED. THE RESULTS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL SCHOOLS FOLLOWING 
COMPLETION OF THE STUDY. 


IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO SIGN YOUR NAME. (NO INDIVIDUAL OR SCHOOL 
WILL BE IDENTIFIED IN THE STUDY. ) 


THANK YOU. 


SINCERELY, 


(NEIL LOPATKA) 
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3827.— 1113 ST., 

EDMONTON, ALTA., 

APRIL 14, 1969. 
DEAR ’ 

THOSE OF US CONCERNED WITH EDUCATION REALIZE THE IMPORTANCE, AND 
DIFFICULTY, OF EVALUATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT. THE WRITER IS CONDUCTING 
A SURVEY TO DETERMINE THE OPINIONS OF SELECTED EDUCATORS REGARDING THE 
GRADE NINE SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION AND OTHER RELATED 
ASPECTS OF EVALUATION IN THE GRADE NINE SOCIAL STUDIES. THIS STUDY IS 
PART OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR AN M.ED. DEGREE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
ALBERTA (EDMONTON). IT HAS BEEN ENDORSED BY PROFESSOR T. AOKI (UNIVERSITY 
OF ALBERTA), AND HAS BEEN APPROVED BY MR. F.P. O'HARA OF THE EDMONTON 
SEPARATE SCHOOL BOARD FOR PRESENTATION TO THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS. 


I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR COOPERATION IN THIS INVESTIGATION. PLEASE 
COMPLETE THE ATTACHED QUESTIONNAIRE AT YOUR EARLIEST CONVENIENCE AND 
RETURN IT IN THE SELF-ADDRESSED AND STAMPED ENVELOPE WHICH HAS BEEN 
PROVIDED. THE RESULTS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL SCHOOLS FOLLOWING 
COMPLETION OF THE STUDY. 

IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO SIGN YOUR NAME. (NO INDIVIDUAL OR SCHOOL 
WILL BE IDENTIFIED IN THE STUDY.) 


THANK YOU. 
SINCERELY, 


(NEIL LOPATKA) 
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PART A: BACKGROUND DATA 


BELOW ARE SOME QUESTIONS CONCERNING YOUR PERSONAL BACKGROUND 
AND EXPERIENCE. PLEASE INDICATE THE APPROPRIATE RESPONSE WITH A CHECK 
MARK VY) OR WORD. 


1. PRESENT POSITION: TEACHER (_) 
COORDINATOR (_) 
PRINCIPAL (_) 
2em chk: MALE (_) 
FEMALE (_) 
3. HOW MANY YEARS OF TEACHER TRAINING DO YOU HAVE? (YEARS CREDITED FOR 
SALARY PURPOSES) 
YEARS 
4. WILL YOUR CLASSES BE WRITING THE GRADE NINE SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENTAL 
EXAMINATIONS IN JUNE? 
YES (__) 
NO (_) 
5. COUNTING THIS YEAR AS A FULL YEAR, FOR HOW MANY YEARS HAVE YOU 
TAUGHT (ANY LEVEL)? 
YEARS 
6. COUNTING THIS YEAR AS FULL YEAR, FOR HOW MANY YEARS HAVE YOU TAUGHT 
GRADE NINE SOCIAL STUDIES? 
YEARS 
7. WHAT IS THE NUMBER OF JUNIOR HIGH CLASSES IN YOUR SCHOOL? 
CLASSES 
8, BY WHICH SCHOOL BOARD ARE YOU EMPLOYED? 
PUBLIC (__) 
SEPARATE (_) 
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PART B: SECTION 1 


THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION HAS RECENTLY MADE SOME CHANGES WHICH 
INVOLVE THE TIMING AND UNDERLYING PURPOSES OF THE GRADE NINE DEPARTMENTAL 
EXAMINATIONS. 

THE ITEMS WHICH FOLLOW ARE DESIGNED TO RECORD YOUR REACTIONS TO 
THESE CHANGES, AS THEY APPLY SPECIFICALLY TO THE GRADE NINE SOCIAL 
STUDIES DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION. PLEASE ANSWER ALL ITEMS IN RELATION 
TO YOUR PRESENT POSITION AND KNOWLEDGE, EVEN THOUGH YOU MAY FEEL THAT 
YOU LACK ADEQUATE INFORMATION TO MAKE A DECISION. 

AFTER READING EACH ITEM, PLEASE INDICATE THE EXTENT TO WHICH YOU 
AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH IT BY PLACING A CHECK MARK (7) IN THE PARENTHESES 
ABOVE THE RESPONSE WHICH MOST CLEARLY INDICATES YOUR OPINION. 

THERE ARE NO "RIGHT" OR "WRONG" ANSWERS. 





1. THE GRADE NINE SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION SHOULD BE 
COMPLETELY ELIMINATED. 


Oe i) o Md) MD 
STRONGLY _ AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 





2. THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION DETERMINES WHAT TEACHERS TEACH. 


C¥8) (BY) CG P) CPs ( 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 





3. REMOVAL OF THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION WILL LOWER STANDARDS OF 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT. 


GG) uM.) oe, Re Co 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 





4. THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION IS A USEFUL MEANS OF SELF-EVALUATION FOR 


TEACHERS. 

Gu?) (7%) i) oe) OL 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 


5. THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION PROVIDES A FORM OF MOTIVATION FOR STUDENTS. 
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AGREE DISAGREE 






















Ral 







JIATMSMTDIAISC SAI BGARD ANT 40 SHB0TRUF DIVING GMA 


OT GAVTTOsRH AULT GAOCOMH OT CAMDIOEG SHA WOGIDS HOTHW OmMaTT BHT ) | 
JALQGe GAIM GAMO SHT OT YLIAOTWOG YI YEHT CA .CHOMAHD Bean 

MOLT dat MI GMAT JA ASWEMA BRAMIE WOTPAMIMANS IATMOMTAATE ESTCUTE 

TAHT J@7% YAM UOY HOUOUT HAVE ,BOGRIWOMN GMA MOLTIOOT TuaeaAT AVOY OF 

-MOI2TOEQ A MAAM OT MOTTAMHOWI STAUDBUA AAT UOT 

WY HOLM OT TWHTXA SHT STAQTGMT aeASIT ~MOTE. HOAM DMIGARA ASTIA | 
ES2BNTASHAT BAT ME (NY) ARAM AOSHO' A OMTOAIG VEIT HTIW SaROAST BO BMADA 
MUTALTO HUOY SHTAOLGMT Yas TEOM HOTHW. REWOSBSR SHP VORA 

QnA "QROET JO "THOTA" OM Sala: sas | 

S38 GWWOK2 MOTTAMIMAXT JATASMTAATO CRTGUTE- JATOCS? aMIW BOARD BRT if 

TOTAMIMIGE YJSPEIIMOO 








( ) = ( ) et Se > ‘pe 
Y.WwuCHTe SipacIG tc; “ALATASQUY SawDA YuoaTe 
RAROABTO | | SADA 





»HOART CHSHOAZT TAHW CSUIMASTSG: MOLTAMIMAXE JATASMTAAGS GHP iS 








- 6.23 tu > (.) + hee) 
YUOWON Te Rao ABI. MLATAZOWU aD YRouoaTe 
Sanaa ay UaHOA 
YO CliaGMaTS AGWOl JTW WOLTAMIMAXS JATMOMTAATIO ZHT Y JAVOMAA € 
 TWEMEVSTHOA TasauTe - 
- ae ( ) ee. : 
YJOMOATE SaHODACTA | ULATAEDM: SENDA Y.RUOATS 
TSRDAZTC SSA 





HOT WOLTAIMIAVS-T,ge 90 CHARM JUICU A SL MOFTAMIMAKE JATMaMTAATSO eh bpi oa 


MW MHOY A ae _ 


Lee a> 









= 


Jie, 
6. WITH RESPECT TO EVALUATION OF STUDENTS, THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION 
IS A TIME-SAVING AID FOR TEACHERS. 


(2 abe, ee ( ) ae 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 
7. ELIMINATION OF THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION WILL DECREASE THE TIME 


TEACHERS SPEND IN PREPARATION OF LESSONS. 


cae my, a, ee. A aed 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 
8. THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION DISCOURAGES ORAL EXPRESSION AND 


COMMUNICATION IN THE CLASSROOM. 


Cuaed ep Gye’, es, bass) 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 


AGREE DISAGREE 


9. EVALUATION BY THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION IS MORE IMPARTIAL THAN 
EVALUATION BY TEACHERS. 


Cog) ae Ce om) Gag) 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 


AGREE DISAGREE 
10. THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION PROVIDES A NECESSARY COMPARISON OF STUDENTS! 
ACHIEVEMENT IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE PROVINCE. 


Ga) eoy, ow! ee Gag) 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 





11. REMOVAL OF THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION WILL RESULT IN AN ENRICHED 
SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAM. 


(vee) ‘0 oe) ‘9 Gag 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 





12, THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION IS VALUABLE AS A MEANS OF PREPARING 
STUDENTS FOR A COMPETITIVE SOCIETY. 


(oy) py Oi) (ony (240) 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 





13. THE MARKS OBTAINED BY STUDENTS THROUGH TEACHER EVALUATION ALONE 
SHOULD BE SUFFICIENT IN DETERMINING THEIR FINAL GRADES. 


Cw) Seay, eee ee, (ag) 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 
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14. THS DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATIONS OF THR PaST TwO YEARS HAVA OVER= 
EMPHASIZED FACTUAL CONTENT. 


or? oe) Nou 7 Suey, 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DIS/GHEE STRONGLY 


AGREE DISAGHKEE 
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15. THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATIONS OF THE PAST TWO YEARS HAVE OVER- 
EMPHASIZED OBJECTIVELY-SCORED ITEMS. 


Cae) oy) Soy) eo ea 
STRONGLY AGKEE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE | DISAGREE 
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16, THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION GIVES STUDENTS & GOAL TO WORK FOR. 


(0) ({) (() (it) C4) 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 


ee 


17. THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION CREATES, FOR TH& TEACHER AND HIS 
STUDENTS, AN ATMOSPHERE PRE-OCCUPIED WITH EXAMINATION SUCCESS. 


( '%) (a) Os cee | ee, 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 


a 
18, THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATIONS OF THE PAST TWO YSARS HAVE EVALUATED 
THE STATED OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE SUCCESSFULLY. 


( 0) Gry (es) fT) ee 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 


nn 
19, THS DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION ENCOURAGES YEAR-END CRAMMING RATHER THAN 
YEAR-LONG EFFORT. 


Oe or) Sad Pe) ie 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 
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20, PREPARATION FOR THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION MAKES STUDENTS ADEPT AT 
EXPRESSING THEMSELVES IN WRITING. 


( JU) coil) Cay) om uae 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 


LL 


21, THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION PROVIDES A NECESSARY MEANS OF CENTRAL 
CONTROL OVER THE CURRICULUM. 


oe) (oy) a ( ) ea.) 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 


AGREE DISAGREE 
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22, THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION EVALUATES A STUDENT FAIRLY AND JUSTLY. 


ey (a) Nad mid yy.) 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 


23. THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATIONS OF THE PAST TWO YEARS HAVE EMPHASIZED 


APTITUDE RATHER THAN ACHIEVEMENT TEST ITEMS. 


aan. eg ( ) 0) ngs 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 


AGREE DISAGREE 





24. MANY IMPORTANT OBJECTIVES OF THE SOCIAL STUDIES CANNOT BE MEASURED BY 
MULTIPLE-CHOICK ITEMS. 


‘wed a oe) oe qe 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 


AGREE DISAGREE 





25. THE MOVEMENT TO ELIMINATE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATIONS IN ALBERTA IS 
IDICATIVE OF THE INCREASING PROFESSIONALISM OF THIS PROVINCE'S 


TEACHERS. 

(Re, oD (og) (¢) (y) 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 





26. THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION PROVIDES A STRICTER FORM OF SELF- 
DISCIPLINE FOR STUDENTS THAN DOES EVALUATION BY THE SCHOOL. 


aid Aaa ow oe oe 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 





27. THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION DECREASES CLASSROOM EXPERIMENTATION BY 


TEACHERS. 

wo ) ise on ioe 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 





28. AS AN EVALUATIVE AID, THE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION REPRESENTS A 
JUSTIFIABLE EXPENDITURE OF TIME AND MONEY. 


( bey) i) aty us 
STRONGLY AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY 
AGREE DISAGREE 
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15? 
PART B: SECTION 11 


INDICATE THE METHODS YOU FAVOR FOR DETERMINING YOUR STUDENTS! 
FINAL MARKS IN GRADE NINE SOCIAL STUDIES BY PLACING A CHECK MARK (V) 
IN THE PARENTHESES ABOVE THE RESPONSE WHICH MOST CLEARLY INDICATES THE 
WEIGHT YOU THINK EACH METHOD SHOULD RECEIVE. (THE TOTAL WEIGHT 
INDICATED SHOULD EQUAL APPROXIMATELY 100%. ) 





1. MARCH DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION. 


eo, =) (7a) (a7) ey Oey 
Of 1-204 21-10% 41-60% 61-80% 81-100% 





2. WRITTEN FINAL EXAMINATION (OTHER THAN DEPARTMENTAL). 
(an) Ve) (on) (a) ((sy) Gis; 
0% 1-20% 21-10% 41-50% 61-80% 81-100% 
3. WRITTEN TERM (YEAR-LONG) EXAMINATIONS AND QUIZZES. 
( ) (oe Cay Ker) Cow ‘Cy 
Of 1-20% 21-40% 41-60% 61-80% 81-100% 
4, FORMAL ORAL EXAMINATIONS. 
(guy) (oe) (aaa) (oie) (a) Gr) 
Of 1-20% 21-40% 41-60% 61-80% 81-100% 
5. ORAL STUDENT REPORTING. 
(oe) (a) ( ) (Bp) oe) (a) 
O% 1-20% 21-40% 41-60% 61-80% 81-100% 
6, WRITTEN STUDENT ASSIGNMENTS. (EG. TERM PAPERS, ESSAYS, PUSITION PAPEKS,ETC.,) 
ie) , Ce) (a) me (es) 
Of 1-20% 21-40% 41-60% 61-80% 81-100% 
7. DAY-TO=DAY TEACHER OBSERVATIONS OF STUDENTS IN THE CLASSROCM. 
(EG. WORK AND STUDY HABITS, ATTITUDES, PARTICIPATION IN CLASS 
DISCUSSIONS, ETC. ) 
(a) e) (i) (oe) (aly) CO 
Of 1-20% 21-40% 41-60% 61-80% 81-100% 
8, PLEASE NAME (AND INDICATE WEIGHT OF) ANY OTHER METHODS OF EVALUATION 
WHICH YOU FAVOR USING. 














Cay ( ) (03) (ae) (oy) (=) 
Of 1-20% 21-10% 41-60% 61-80% 81-1004 


a) ae) i) a) (ve) Ca a) 
0% 1-20% 21-40% 41-60% 61-80% 81-100% 
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3827 - 111B ST., 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA, 
MAY 1, 1969. 


DEAR ; 





APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKS AGO I DISTRIBUTED COPIES OF A QUESTIONNAIRE 
TO YOUR SCHOOL. THE RETURNS HAVE BEEN VERY GRATIFYING (OVER 80%). I WOULD 
LIKE TO EXPRESS MY SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR YOUR COOPERATION IN THIS STUDY- 
ESPECIALLY SINCE I IMPOSED UPON YOUR TIME DURING A PARTICULARLY BUSY PART 
OF THE SCHOOL YEAR. 


I HOPE THAT THE QUESTIONNAIRE HAS GIVEN YOU THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
CONSIDER THE OBJECTIVES AND FORMS OF EVALUATION IN GRADE NINE SOCIAL STUDIES. 
ALTHOUGH I PLAN TO REPORT THE RESULTS OF THIS INVESTIGATION IN A THESIS 
WHICH FORMS PART OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR AN M.ED. DEGREE AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF ALBERTA, I WILL ALSO MAKE CERTAIN THAT A SUMMARY OF THE RESULTS WILL BE 
MADE AVAILABLE TO YOUR SCHOOL UPON COMPLETION OF THE STUDY. 


ONCE AGAIN, THANK-YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 


P.S. IF YOU HAVEN'T YET RETURNED YOUR COMPLETED QUESTIONNAIRE, IT'S NOT TOO 
LATE TO DO SO, AS I WOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THE 
STUDY. 


SINCERELY, 


(NEIL LOPATKA ) 


eel 
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